
MUD FUN
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Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Hundreds of spectators turned out to the RA grounds in Danford Lake on Aug. 3 for the 20th annual Mud
Run. Dozens of gearheads and their vehicles, from modified trucks and Jeeps, to ATVs and even snow-
mobiles, got down and dirty competing for thousands in prize money. Pictured, Bob Landry's vehicle tears
through the muck in early open class competition. See the full story and more photos on page six.

MUD FUN
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Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Amyotte Park in Mansfield was busy over the weekend for
a family ball tournament in support of the local minor
hockey association. Pictured above, Pascal Asselin tosses
a pitch for Team Francoeur in the A-division finals on
Sunday. Pictured left, Sonia Asselin rounds first base dur-
ing the A-final. More photos on page three.

Woman
injured after
boat strikes
Quyon Ferry
CALEB NICKERSON
QUYON Aug. 5, 2019

A pontoon boat traveling on the Ottawa River collided
with the Quyon Ferry on Monday afternoon, sending a
woman in her 60s to the hospital with serious but non life-
threatening injuries. 

MRC des Collines Police spokesman Martin Fournel said
that the cause of the collision is still under investigation,
but there were three people on board the pleasure craft at
the time, a man, a woman and their grandchild.

The woman, a 62-year-old from Guelph, Ont., was
thrown off her feet by the impact, and was taken to hospi-
tal in Ontario with a broken pelvis and a laceration to her
head, Fournel reported. She was rescued by the Ottawa Fire
Department.

Ferry co-owner Ralph McColgan wasn’t on board at the
time, but said that on board saw the man leave the helm
of the craft before it collided with the front corner of the
ferry.

“Several witnesses saw that the gentleman ... he left the
helm of his pontoon boat and it veered into the ferry,” he
said. “He was back at his motor and the ferry just doesn’t
stop on a dime.”

“He just met us at our drawbridge, it would have taken
the canopy off his boat... it was nothing to do with our
cable, the guy simply wasn’t at his wheel,” McColgan con-
tinued. 

He said that there was no damage to the ferry, and that
this is the first time he’s experienced anything like this. 

“That’s not typical, most boaters do stay away,” he said.

A RECORD
More than 20 power

outages in a month

for Allumettes
J.D. POTIÉ
ALLUMETTES ISLAND Aug. 7, 2019

July was a hectic month for power outages on Allumettes
Island and this year is shaping up to be one of the worst on
record. 

Going at a record-breaking pace, the municipality has
reached a whopping 50 outages in 2019 and the number
continues to soar. With 22 in July alone, it matches the sin-
gle month record from June 2016.

The single year record  for outages stands at 75 (also set
back in 2016) and with the way things are going right now
,that mark will be shattered sometime this year, according
to David Gilespie, a local farmer who’s been tracking data
regarding power outages in the municipality since 2009.

“At this rate, if it continues the way it is, we will have over
100 outages,” he said. 

Allumettes Island is served by two different electricity
distribution lines covering separate parts of the municipal-
ity, Gillespie said. One is called 224, which serves
Chichester, Sheenboro and Chapeau. The rest of the island,
which is the majority of it, is served by Waltham-221.

Gillespie said he gathers data that focuses specifically on
power outages with Waltham-221, which affect nearly 80
per cent of the municipality’s territory. To verify the validi-
ty of his data, he confers with several data collectors in all
parts of the municipality.

“I have people that check with me every time [the power
goes out], at one end of the island with me at the other end
of the island to make sure that we have the same data.
We’ve been doing that together for years.”

“It has to be 100 per cent reliable,” he added. “Because
reliability is everything. If it’s not reliable, [Hydro Quebec]
will find out and it’s the end of your data. And [Hydro
Quebec] admits my data is very reliable. My data is
irrefutable.”

During a phone conversation with THE EQUITY, Gillespie
noted that when he moved to the area in 2006, he only
experienced a few outages per year at most. 

Around a year later, he noticed that the number of out-
ages started ramping up, which prompted him to start col-
lecting data on the matter.

Please see OUTAGES page two

CALEB NICKERSON
MANSFIELD ET PONTEFRACT
Aug. 2-4, 2019

Over the weekend, Amyotte Park in Mansfield was packed with ball
players for a tournament in support of the local minor hockey associa-
tion. 

“The tournament is for the minor hockey association in Fort
Coulonge,” explained organizer Paul Boisvert, in between umping the
final games.  “Every team, they pay an amount of money and we keep it
just for the minor hockey to bring the cost down.”

He said that they had 14 teams participate over two divisions, and
added that the event typically brings in about $6,000 per year. The vol-
unteers that help everything run smoothly throughout the weekend are
usually parents or members of the minor hockey association. 

Boisvert said that the tournament has been going on for close to 15
years and it had some humble beginnings in a different location. 

“It started way back, down in Fort Coulonge behind the arena where
they had that tournament and it’s been going strong since,” he said.
“We’ve always had a good turnout for teams, it’s a fun weekend for fam-
ilies to get together.”

Games took place from Friday evening onwards and they were hard
pressed to fit all the games into the allotted time.

Team Francoeur took first in the A-division finals while team Jolin pre-
vailed in the B-division.

Having a ball
for Coulonge

minor
hockey



J.D. POTIÉ
THORNE July 26, 2019

The new cell phone tower
located on chemin
Greermount in Thorne offi-
cially went into service on
July 26, effectively expand-
ing wireless internet and cell
phone coverage in the area.

According to Mayor Karen

Daly Kelly, the addition to
the tower is a big deal for the
municipality and one that
will be extremely beneficial
to the town’s businesses and
local residents. Most impor-
tantly, it will finally put a lot
of the locals’ wireless woes to
bed.

“It will make the rate-pay-

ers happy that’s for sure,”
she said.

Daly Kelly hopes the
enhancement in internet
access makes the town more
attractive for businesses and
tourism going forward.

Even with the tower in
place, problems with con-
nectivity will remain a reality

for some, depending on
where they are located in the
municipality, Daly Kelly
said.

“If you’re at the bottom of
a hill where the tower might
not reach, well you might
still face some of the same
issues.”

In an e-mail to THE EQUITY,

Bell Media Senior Media
Relations Manager Caroline
Audet said that the new
tower will provide enhanced
wireless services for resi-
dents, businesses, campers
and other visitors in the
municipality of Thorne,
including along Highways
301, 303 and 366. 

Audet explained that Bell
spends around $4 billion
annually to provide
Canadians with the most
advanced broadband com-
munications network. 

The company doesn’t have
any further announcements
to make regarding the tower,
Audet said.

Bell erects new cell tower in Greermount

CALEB NICKERSON
SHEENBORO Aug. 2, 2019

On August 2, local golfers
kicked off the long weekend
with a charity tournament at
both Island Brae and
Pontefract Golf courses for
two community initiatives in

the upper Pontiac. 
Following a day on the

course, participants gath-
ered at the parish hall in
Sheenboro for a barbeque
and a few sips. 

Organizer, and Pontiac
Ouest Fire Chief Glynn

Fleury explained that the
tournament proceeds were
split evenly between the
department and the
Residence Meilleur, a local
seniors home that was
recently constructed. Fleury
said that the event has been
going on for upwards of 15
years, and added that they
average about $6,000 per
year. 

The portion going to the
firefighters would be used
for unexpected expenses
Fleury explained, noting that
they had already purchased
a rescue basket with the
proceeds from their fish fry
earlier this year. 

“We have purchases every
year unexpectedly,” he said.
“I just spent $600 on batter-
ies for a ... thermal camera
that I didn’t expect to spend
this year.”

Allumettes Island Mayor
Winston Sunstrum said that
the money for Residence
Meilleur will go towards
things that weren’t included
in the funding they had
already received. 

“We have a lot of expenses
for extras that are not in the
provincial funding model,”
he said. “We’ve got to get
telephone, internet, drapes,
appliances and so on, furni-
ture. It’s all the extras that
are needed.”

The property around the
building, located in down-
town Chapeau, is currently
being landscaped and
Sunstrum said that nine

apartments had been rent-
ed, with only three remain-
ing. He added that the day of
golf was outstanding. 

“The day was perfect, the
weather was perfect, good
company,” he said with a
grin. “Lots of serious golfers,

at least they thought they
were.”

Awards were as follows:
Longest drive – Island

Brea Men: Stew Adam
Island Brea Women:

Laurina Ranger
Pontefract Men: Jim

Sunstrum
Pontefract Women:

Dolores Bertrand
Closest to the hole –

Island Brea Men: Stew Adam
Island Brea Women: Doris

Ranger
50/50: Terry Picard.

Golfing for charity in the upper Pontiac

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Chichester Mayor Donald Gagnon stands
amongst the prizes for the annual Pontiac Ouest
Fire Department golf tournament on Aug. 2. The
tournament took place at both Island Brea and
Pontefract Golf courses, with the wrap up dinner
held at the parish hall in Sheenboro.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Members of the Pontiac Ouest Fire Department had more than a hundred
steaks pass over their grill to top off their annual golf tournament on Aug. 2.
The proceeds of the event were split between the Fire Department and the
Residence Meilleur project.

Continued from page one
For Gillespie, the biggest

factor behind the high num-
ber of power outages is the
way electricity is being man-
aged. While inclement
weather always plays a role,
he believes that it’s time for
Hydro Quebec to provide
answers.

“Obviously there are
storms that do cause it,” he
said. “That’s obvious. If
you’ve got big electrical
storms with high winds,
summer, winter obviously
that’s going to cause an out-
age. But, the others, you’d
have to ask Hydro Quebec.”

In 2016, Gillespie along
with Pontiac MNA, André
Fortin, and other community
leaders met with six high-
level Hydro Quebec represen-
tatives at the MRC Pontiac
office in Campbell’s Bay. 

Around a month after the
meeting, Gillespie recalled
seeing the number of out-
ages drop after nearly 50
Hydro Quebec trucks
replaced numerous hydro
lines, cut trees and fixed
broken electrical equipment
in the municipality.

“They were here like
crazy,” he said. And following
that, the hydro outages did
drop. But this year, we
haven’t seen them much here
and there’s a lot of branches
starting to grow. Is that the
cause? I don’t know.”

This year, Hydro Quebec’s
intervention hasn’t been as
visible as in the past, while
the residents’ need for assis-
tance couldn’t be more
imminent, Gillespie said.

“This is not normal,” he
said. “Could you imagine if
Montreal got 100 outages in
a year? They would be
screaming bloody murder.
Even 30 or 20 they would be
screaming.”

Gillespie said he is plan-
ning on organizing another
meeting with community
leaders and Hydro Quebec
officials at some point this
fall in order to settle the lin-
gering issue once and for all.

“There’s one thing for
sure, we will likely ask for a
meeting, sit down with them
again this fall and figure out
what is causing these out-
ages.”

“We should not be third

grade customers,” he added.
The consequences of the

constant outages affect all
walks of life in all parts of
the municipality, Gillespie
said. 

From the ones living with
severe illnesses, to business-
es trying to provide a quality
customer experience or
everyday regular people,
everyone on the island has
been touched by the problem
in one way or another.

“People on life support
systems, that affects them,”
he said. “If they’re in their
homes, they have a dialysis
machine or whatever. It
affects them. It could be life-
threatening.”

“Others it’s like the bank,”
he added. “Every time it goes
off it causes a massive prob-
lem for them. They have to
shut down their equipment
and if it’s more than 15 min-
utes the Caisse Populaire
told me that you have to
reboot the entire system.
And everything is done man-
ually.”

“A lot of the stores need
their lines to run because a
lot of payments are done by

credit,” he continued. “[A
business person] was telling
me that 90 per cent of their
money coming in wasn’t
cash. If that shuts down,
then they can’t do business.
The big killer is for business-
es and certain farmers.”

With many parts of the
municipality so frequently
affected by the power out-
ages, Gillespie believes
Allumettes Island will strug-
gle to market itself unless
the situation is addressed.

While the area hasn’t been
foreign to issues with elec-
tricity over the years, the
high frequency of power out-
ages and its effects on locals
has becoming extremely
alarming for Allumettes
Island Mayor Winston
Sunstrum.

“It is a serious problem,”
he said.

During a phone interview
with THE EQUITY, Sunstrum
explained that he communi-
cated with Hydro Quebec
around a month ago asking
for a meeting and some sort
of explanation on the issue.
However, he said they
haven’t come back to him

with anything so far.
“That was probably three

or four weeks ago,” he said.
“And so far, there has been
no response to my commu-
nication.”

Sunstrum noted that the
frequency of outages had
reduced significantly for a
short period prior to this
year. But in 2019, he feels
like short and long outages
have been quite prevalent.

While a few of the longer
ones were planned and noti-
fied by Hydro Quebec, the
rest of them were not
planned whatsoever. Plus,
Sunstrum feels like the fre-
quency of power outages has
ramped up after the planned
interventions.

“It seems like there’s a
whole series of outages after
that,” he said.

For Sunstrum, the most
worrisome aspect of the
problem is the lack of com-
munication on behalf of
Hydro Quebec. 

“It’s very frustrating to
know that the outages are
happening and not have any
explanation for it,” he said.

Sunstrum largely thinks

the island’s electrical issues
are linked to problems with
equipment along the lines.
He is also very concerned
that outages on the Ontario
side of the Ottawa River are
also having an effect on the
island.

“I don’t have any explana-
tion that that is not happen-
ing,” he said. “I’ve been in
Pembroke at different times
when the power’s gone out
there and I’d travel back
home and the power’s out on
our side. It seems to stay out
longer on our side.”

For Sunstrum, meeting
with Hydro Quebec officials
could be very beneficial for
the municipality. 

By providing residents
with information on their
work and their role when it
comes to managing electrici-
ty in the region and what it
can do regarding the con-
stant power outages, locals
might finally find answers to
their questions, Sunstrum
said.

THE EQUITY reached out to
Hydro Quebec for comment,
but they didn’t respond in
time for print.

OUTAGES: Allumettes set for record-breakng year

J.D. POTIÉ
BRISTOL July 31, 2019

On July 31, over 100
Pontiac residents gathered
at the Jack Graham
Community Centre in Bristol
to socialize, feast on some
treats and find the best
deals in town during the
community’s annual coffee
party and sale fundraiser.

Put on by the Norway Bay
Bristol Historical Society
(NBBHS), the event consist-
ed of a community get
together where folks could
purchase a variety of home-
spun products and mouth-
watering delicacies while
raising money for the com-
munity organization.

In a farmer’s market-style
setting, dozens of local arti-
sans and merchants stood
behind their kiosks loaded
with all sorts of books,
homemade pastries and
household products while
folks roamed the room look-
ing for a tasty treat to take
home.

All of the food on hand
was provided by local dona-
tors and prepared by volun-

teers, NBBS Chair Bonnie
Beveridge said.

A silent auction, featuring
all sorts of products donated
by local residents, sat on a
table in the middle of the
room.

One of the spots that
attracted the most clientele
throughout the luncheon
was the NBBHS History
Corner piled up with binders
containing old, black and
white photographs and
newspaper clippings from
back in the day.

According to Beveridge,
nearly half of the residences
in Norway Bay and the
Bristol Village have their
own historical binders filled
with collections of old pic-
tures, birth certificates,
death records so people can
look back on their roots.
More binders are continuing
to be made, Beveridge said.

“We want people to have
their own binder,” she said.
“Anytime there’s a birth, a
wedding, unfortunately a
death or adding onto their
building or that sort of thing
we put it in the books. Out of

600 residences, we’ve got
about 300.”

During the event,
Beveridge explained that the
fundraiser means more to
the village than just a means
of raising money, as it is also
a great excuse to get people
together.

“The ideal is not only to
sell as a fundraiser,” she
said. “It’s a gathering. This is
why we have the kitchen set
up so people can have some-
thing to eat. This is why they
enjoy it so much. There’s a
whole bunch of people say-
ing they haven’t seen each
other this summer. This is
the second most important
thing about it.”

As the organization’s only
fundraiser of the year, the
event consistently draws
plenty of familiar faces and
raises anywhere between
$8,000 and $10,000 annual-
ly, according to Beveridge.

With such a large crowd of
folks packing the place for
the event, Beveridge couldn’t
have been more thrilled with
how the fundraiser turned
out.

J.D. Potié, THE EQUITY

On July 31, the Norway Bay Bristol Historical Society (NBBHS) invited the
community to get together for a session of food and social fun during its
annual coffee party and sale fundraiser at the Jack Graham Community
Centre in Bristol. Pictured, NBBHS chair Bonnie Beveridge and Jane Egan
enjoy some snacks on Wednesday morning.

Coffee, treats and a little bit of history in Bristol
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CALEB NICKERSON
BRYSON Aug. 4, 2019

The Bryson Lions Hall
and grounds were packed
with people on Sunday
afternoon for the annual
sea-pie dinner. Dozens of
people flocked to the Lions
hall to scarf down the deli-
cious  meal, which is made
up of beef and pork cooked
into multiple layers of pas-
try.

Lions President Paul
Lacroix explained that the
dish “comes from the old
country’ and is cooked in
large pots that they load into
the hall’s enormous wood-
fired oven.

“There’s no fish to it at all,
it’s all meat,” he explained
with a laugh. 

He added that during the
Lions’ annual wildlife din-
ner, they swap out the beef
and pork for game like deer
and moose. 

The hall had a steady
stream of customers dining
in, but there were plenty of
takeout containers loaded to
the brim that were available
for people on the go. 

Outside, the Bryson RA
had plenty of activities for
those that weren’t yet
loaded down with a belly full
of sea-pie. 

The new rink was open for
basketball, there was a

bouncy castle and even a
few pick-up ball games. 

RA President Julie Ryan
said that the funds they
raised from the bar and can-
teen would go towards pay-
ing off the boards for their
rink. 

“At the moment, our rink
is done but we’re still paying
it off,” she said. “Funds will
go to paying that off, but
[also] little renovations to
the ball field because we like
to keep our ball field up.”

She added that with the
new boards, the RA would
be looking at hosting an
event during the winter, and
even mused about hosting
some broomball games. 

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Team Francoeur came out victorious in the A-
division of the family ball tournament in Mansfield
over the weekend. They took out Team
Durocher/Dubeau 18-9.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Team Jolin prevailed in the B-division finals on
Sunday afternoon at Amyotte Park. They faced off
against Team Therrien and ended up winning 14-2.

Bryson Lions bring the sea-pie

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Evan Denault and
Nathan Presseau shoot
some hoops on the
Bryson RA rink during
the annual sea-pie din-
ner on Sunday.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

The Lions cook their pies in an old wood fired
oven situated off of their hall. Pictured, volunteer
Matthew Lepine loads a steaming pot onto a trol-
ley.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

The Bryson Lions
moved dozens of
pounds of food on
Sunday at their annual
sea-pie dinner. Pic-
tured, Richard Gratton
loads takeout contain-
ers to the brim.

Coulonge ball tournament 

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Kailee Toupin takes off running after a hit on
Saturday at the family ball tournament in
Mansfield.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Élise Jolin keeps her eye on the ball during the B-
division semi-finals at the family ball tournament
on Sunday.
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Most any farmer today can
name fifty improvements in
the ways farming is done
today compared to only a
generation or two ago. The
crops now are three or four
times more abundant today
with the use of soil and crop
tissue testing, careful appli-
cation and timing of manure
and fertilizer applications.
Chemical sprays have been
developed that, with proper
use, can reduce the use of
tillage, soil compaction, and
fossil fuels. Larger more effi-
cient machinery, much of
which is now GPS guided to
reduce overlap and make
working after dark just as
accurate as working in day-
light. Hay is now planted to
be more nutritious and productive to meet the
requirements of the animals that will con-
sume them. Hay is now cut before it goes to
flower and loses feed value. The hay is “condi-
tioned” or the stems squeezed or scuffed to
speed up the drying process by a day or two to
allow more hay to be chopped or baled and
stored before it gets rained on by those
impromptu summer rains. All this is complet-
ed with ninety percent less manual labour
and much of it in the comfort of air condi-
tioned cabs while sitting on an ergonomically
designed seat and listening to a stereo that
their mother couldn’t even afford in the
house. All the crops grown are lab tested for
available nutritive value and if fed to animals,
the ration can be balanced ten times better
than the diets of our athletes. More fields are
tile drained each year which allows them to be
worked days, weeks, or even months earlier in
the season so that they are much more pro-
ductive. 

Animals are selectively bred to be more effi-
cient and productive. Milk production has
quadrupled in only a couple of farm genera-
tions. Animals raised for meat or egg produc-
tion have also genetically improved and their
diets computer calculated to improve egg and
meat production with the use of less feed.
Each bite of their food is balanced and blend-
ed so that it supplies all minerals, energy, pro-
tein, and essential amino acids to meet the
requirements of the bird or animal in that
exact stage of life or production. This has

drastically reduced greenhouse gas
production from animals. Animal
housing has been improved to
reduce stress on the animals and
the people who care for them. Now
one person can mix and deliver
feed for hundreds or thousands of
animals in a shift. Our grandpar-
ents and several employees worked
hard all day to feed and clean and
bed a few dozen animals.
Today with the use of milking par-

lours or robotic milking stalls, one
farm with a couple employees or
family members can produce the
milk that a couple dozen dairy
farms with families and employees
did a few generations ago. If you
spend a little time talking to one of
todays farmers, they can name
dozens of other improvements in
efficiency on farms during their life

on the farm.
Not all changes in farming have left the

landscape looking the same as when grampa
was farming. Grampa farmed with horses and
always started cutting a field of hay by cutting
the second round around a hay field first. This
meant that the team of horses pulling the five
foot hay mower would walk next to the fence
and the horses and the mower would tramp
the outside five feet with mower cutting the
next five. Grampa continued to cut many
more rounds of hay, probably enough for a
day or two and left that outside round not cut
for a couple days. During those couple days,
the hay that was cut, dried and was harvest-
ed off the field and that outside uncut round
that the horses walked through, began to
stand back up. Then he went the other way
with the horse drawn mower and cut the
“back swath” after it stood up some. Any hay
that he missed near the fence and in the cor-
ners where the little horse-pulled mower
couldn’t cut, was cut by hand with a scythe
powered by grampa swinging it by hand.
There was not a stem of hay in the field not
cut. Today some mowers are thirty feet wide
and do not get as close to the fence or into the
corners. The new thirty foot mowers are GPS
guided but the first round around a field sets
the perimeters of the field and the driving has
to be controlled by the driver on the seat. If
the driver hits an obstacle near the outside of
the field while cutting the first round with that
thirty foot mower, damages to the machine

could cost hundreds or thousands of dollars.
Although it may look like the operator left
some hay not cut; maybe the deer and other
wildlife could survive the winter better
because of it.

Some of the food we expect to find every day
at the grocery store is not as nutritious today
as it was a couple generations ago because
some are genetically selected for yield and
pretty looks, while nutritive value is often for-
gotten. Some foods we buy still have some
chemical residue remaining which ties up
some nutrients that people need. 

Recently, animals have been getting a “bad
rap”. Some say that man can survive without
animal milk or meat. When we shop, we are
confronted with choices of several white bev-
erages that have never been near a cow. There
are several products that have “buttery” in
their name that have no butter at all. There
are more butter replacements than choices of
butter. Now we have options of meat replace-
ments that still use the word meat in their
name. All of these meat replacements from
burgers to bacon are manufactured in facto-
ries from grains and vegetables and a few
other secret ingredients. 

It is seldom mentioned that most beef starts
life in fields that can only be used by pastur-
ing animals. Cattle, sheep, and goats can effi-
ciently use mountainous, rocky, small, irreg-
ular shaped or wet fields that could never be
used for crop production. These ruminants
can happily forage on grass and legumes that
humans cannot digest. These pasture fields
sequester millions of tons of carbon that our
cars produce annually. Many species of birds,
bees, other insects, and wildlife depend on
pasture land to survive in this world.
Anything that the animal eats that is not
needed for growth, reproduction, and milk
production is recycled by the animals and
spread back on the soil. Thousands of insects,
worms, and other soil organisms thrive in
pasture land but would quickly deplete in
numbers in cropland. The most efficient crops
are grown in the first year of a rotation after a
pasture or hayfield is plowed down. 

A variety of foods, all taken in moderation
kept our ancestors healthy for generations.
Ask your doctor what he thinks. Yes, many
changes on the farm have been good, but?

Chris Judd is a farmer in Clarendon on
land that has been in his family

for generations. gladcrest@gmail.com
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Changes for

the better or

worse?
by Chris Judd

Outstanding
in his field

Aug. 10, 1994
25 Years Ago

New era of tourism for
Bristol: On Saturday the
newly-renovated Norway Bay
wharf and Bristol Town Hall
were officially opened by
Pontiac-Gatineau-Labelle MP
Robert Bertrand and
Provincial Minister of Public
Security Robert Middlemiss.

From the pier, the Quebec
Police Force lead the proces-
sion of dignitaries who were
driven in convertible
Mustangs and a 1995
Windstar for MRC Pontiac mayors courtesy of
Shawville Ford, to the town hall. On Aug. 9,
1991, the old town hall was destroyed by fire
and it was shortly afterwards that council
passed a motion to rebuild.

MP Robert Bertrand spoke of the history of
the wharf which was built in 1911 and con-
sisted of pile and cribwork. For a number of
years it was used as a ferry crossing to Sand
Point, Ont. and in 1973 it was turned over to
the Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans.

At a special meeting of the Bristol  council
held in 1987, a motion was made and passed
approving the purchase of the Norway Bay
Federal Wharf for $1.00.

Rivers Festival a success: The team of
Richard Bissonnette, Gerard Giguere, Yves
Bisson, Martin Benfey and Pierre Lefebvre
win a narrow victory in the “five in a canoe”
race during the First Annual Rivers Festival
in Waltham this past weekend.

A close race throughout with Friends of the
Pontiac’s Rivers in front, Esprit closed the
gap and took the lead in the final sprint to the

finish line carrying the canoe. The
winning team in this race was Jim
Coffey, John Bedloe, David Miller,
Richard Anderson, Stephen
MacDonald and Justin Morgan. 
Organizers were pleased with the
tremendous turnout of paddlers and
river enthusiasts to the festival’s two
day event.

Aug. 13, 1969
50 Years Ago

Lands and Forests Minister vis-
its Pontiac County lands and
forests: Claude Gosselin, farmer
from the Eastern Townships of

Quebec and Minister of Lands and Forests for
this province, awoke early last Friday morn-
ing to find himself deep in the heart of Pontiac
County, comfortably bedded down in the
lodge at the Pontiac Fish and Game Club near
Schyan Depot of the Consolidated-Bathurst
Lumber limits.

The tour of the mill on Friday afternoon
was a delight to the Minister’s party as well as
to the hosts because everything was going
good and production was threatening to
break even the recently broken records.

At the Pontiac Fish and Game Club, Mr.
Ed. Sullivan and his family looked after the
needs of the guests.

Overnight trailride to McCord’s Lake,
Charteris: Thirteen children, thirteen-years-
old and under enjoyed a weekend they will
never forget under the leadership of Sally
Thompson, secretary of the Shawville Saddle
and Pony Club. Also accompanying the young
riders was Miss Pat O’Connor, RN and the
club president Bill McCord, Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Bean and Mr. and Mrs. David Dickson helped

invarious ways to make the overnight trail
ride a great success.

The group rode out from the Shawville Fair
grounds at noon on Saturday, took back
roads and crossfield shortcuts to McCord
Lake in Charteris, pitched a lean-to with
birch boughs and canvas tarpaulins, swam,
fished and played on a raft in a shallow cor-
ner of the lake.

Three little girls, Bonnie Sue Cruickshank,
Norma Judd and Valerie Thompson and ten
boys, Gary Thompson, Lorne Bean, Terry
MacDougall, John Stanley and a new member
Gordon Beardsley, two Dicksons and three
from the LaMadeline family took part in the
overnight trail ride.

Aug. 17, 1944
75 Years Ago

Local news: Word has been received by
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Brownlee, 5th Line,
Clarendon, that their son, Flt. Sergeant
Irvine Brownlee of the R.C.A.F. overseas is
reported missing while on air operations over
enemy territory.

Soldiers to have grant of money: mustering
out benefits for servicemen estimated at
$750,000,000 and an increase in clothing
allowances from $65 to $100 were
announced in the Commons las week. Prime
Minister MacKenzie King introducing war
service gratuity legislation said the benefits
would go to volunteers, drafted men obligat-
ed to serve without territorial limitation or in
the Aleutians and to members of the
women’s services.

Preparations are underway for a bigger
and better fair at Shawville, Sept. 21, 22, 23.
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The Parents’ Voice
By Shelley Heaphy

Game Night/Family Traditions 

Life is busy, weeknights are filled with homework and activi-
ties and so are our weekends.  That’s why we need to carve out
time to do family things and include them on our calendar.
Make them part of your monthly schedule, if weekly is impossi-
ble.  Making time to spend as a family is important to keep the
lines of communication open between children and parents.  If
you start making time to listen to your children early, hopeful-
ly by the time they are older and need your input on really
important decisions they’ll come to you for help.  (We can hope
right?)

There are many ways that a family can come together. Here
are a few suggestions that are easy to implement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE

Raving Mad
Dear Editor,
There is summer event in

Bryson that has no sign of
letting up. It attracts hundreds
of people and they come from
elsewhere. Our first sign of the
event was waking up to what
sounded like a car parked in
front of our house with his bass
speakers on full volume. The
problem is there’s no car and it
never stops for three days and
nights. And, because it has no
recognizable rhythm, just sounds
like an erratic jacked up
heartbeat, noise cancelling
headphones can’t seem to block
it out as there is no repetition
which can be identified and
silenced. I’ve gone down to the
basement and found it still
strong even with all windows
shut on these hot July nights. 

My first encounter was in
2013 when I was still commuting
to work in the city. I was unable
to rest the whole weekend and
my work week was shattered. My
husband who normally sleeps
through anything, had woken up
and was wandering the streets
trying to locate the origin. He
tracked it to the hillside above
the town where a rave was
taking place. It was 5 a.m. and
in full swing and the police were
present. He asked them what
was going on and they explained
that they were there because a
bouncer had been attacked but
we couldn’t complain because
the operators had a permit,
issued by the next municipality.
A town council meeting was
attended by the owners who
defended that it wasn’t a rave,
which by definition described
perfectly this automated music
event, but the operators agreed
to face their speakers in a
different direction so that it
wouldn’t ricochet off the hills
and into our little town. 

So from year to year, we get
varying effects of noise
depending on where we live. For
the last two years it’s been
heading back into the main
downtown part where the seniors
building and mostly retired folks
are living. 

I was in the town office when
another resident came in to
complain about the noise as he
lives directly across the street
from the event. He told the
mayor that the police had told
him that we must get all the
residents who are affected by
this to complain to the Litchfield
municipality as the majority of
the property is in their
jurisdiction. However, we issue
parking permits for our section,
and since this is essential for the
people who come from afar, we
can use this as a bargaining
card. It’s just a matter of getting
all the downtown folks to agree
to do something about it. 

Many are away in their RVs for
festivals elsewhere (in the
country away from towns), some
aren’t bothered because their
hearing is poor, but for the
majority of us, sleep is ruined for
the whole period. This year we
have had three events so far, and
it’s just the first weekend in
August. We don’t know how
many more are planned or who
these people are. Someone is
making big money and not
paying for any of the effects in
our community. Can’t we at least
get together to agree on a
curfew?

Cathy Fox Welsh
Bryson, Que.

Spiritual Growth
By Esther Colpitts

Use it or lose it
I planned a barbecue this week

but when we started it, the thing
didn’t work.  It had hardly any
flame. Very disappointing. A cast
iron frying pan my dad gave me
was covered with rust when I
pulled it out to fry the burgers
instead of using the barbecue.
Both hadn’t been used in two or
three years.  Lesson learned.

Whatever falls into disuse ends
up wasted.  This law applies to
everything including faith.  The
skills and talents God has given
us must be exercised or they will
disappear.  It doesn’t take much
effort.  All it takes is neglect.

So in light of that, my thinking
is this, keep going forward.  Don’t
give up and don’t give in.  It will
be worth it. 

esthercolpitts.com

Letters
“You don’t know what
you’ve got till it’s gone”

Like the classic Joni Mitchell tune intones, people
often take their most precious resouces for granted, and
it’s only in their absense that their value is fully
realized. This lesson has hit close to home for residents
of this fair region over the past few months, as staffing
issues have plagued local health care facilities. 

Over the weekend there was another service
interruption at the Pontiac Community Hospital (PCH),
as there was no surgeon on duty from Saturday
morning until Monday. 

This comes on the heels of a nursing shortage that
threatened to close the obstetrics department at the
hospital for an entire month. The crisis was narrowly
averted, as a team of 10 midwives was brought in at the
last minute, but they will only be staying until Aug. 25.

Representatives of the Centre intégré de santé et des
services sociaux de l'Outaouais (CISSSO), as well as
Pontiac MNA and Liberal health critic André Fortin,
have called the addition of midwives a temporary fix,
but both were mum when asked about long-term
solutions to the staffing issues that have become
routine in this region and many other rural regions
across the province. 

Staff in the area have been alerting management to
the problems they’ve been facing for months, but it took
until the day before a catastrophe occurred for any
concrete action to be taken.   

The problem is multi-faceted: there is a labour
shortage across the province affecting all levels of health
care employment, from doctors and surgeons to nurses,
support workers and housekeeping staff. Candidates
who want to work in Pontiac have to go through a
selection process an hour away in Gatineau, and are
required to take language tests that weed out some
potential hires. In addition, many younger workers are
lured by the competitive pay in Ontario or the city and
don’t stick around after completing their studies.

CISSSO has lowered the requirements for some
positions, and offered some meagre overtime bonuses,
but they claim they can’t hire more staff if there are no
applicants.  

As for doctors and specialists, the current staff at the
hospital have been working incredible hours to ensure
that surgeries and obstetrics are still offered at the
facility and for that they should be applauded. However,
several doctors at PCH are approaching retirement, and
have training in multiple specialties, which makes them
all the more difficult to replace. 

For example, the two surgeons at PCH are trained to
perform c-sections, the most common emergency
surgery at the hospital, but most surgeons in an urban
setting don’t have this additional training. 

According to Dr. Keith MacLellan, a local physician
and the co-founder of the Society of Rural Physicians of
Canada, in other provinces they cross-train GPs in
skills like c-sections because they know rural
physicians have to wear more hats than those in urban
settings. A few doctors with additional training could
share some of the load borne by PCH’s surgeons, but
this kind of thing isn’t the norm in Quebec. 

Why?
Health Minister Danielle McCann, and her opposition

counterpart Fortin, have said they do, in fact, prioritize
proximity health care, and they support Pontiacers
delivering their babies and receiving care close to home. 

Obstetrics, along with surgeons, anesthesiology and a
functioning ER are the four crucial pillars for a rural
hospital to function and need to be protected at all
costs. If PCH were to lose these services or have them
scaled back, it’s certain that more cuts would follow in
quick succession. 

If that’s the case, then what action has CISSSO’s
current CEO, Josée Filion, taken to address the issues
at PCH and what plan does she have when the mid-wife
reinforcements depart at the end of the month? Filion
replaced former CEO Jean Hébert in a politically
motivated sacking earlier this year that led the
president of CISSSO to resign in protest, and it seems
unlikely that she will be drastically different from her
predecessor. 

As a community we need to put pressure on those
with the power to take concrete action in this area, or
else we risk losing one of our region’s most fundamental
institutions.  

The status quo is simply not acceptable and there
needs to be more leadership on this issue from our
public officials. Call them and ask what they’re doing to
ensure Pontiac residents have health care services in
their community. 

Caleb Nickerson
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The Parents’ Voice
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Supper Time:
Growing up, like it or not, every night we sat down as

a family for supper.  It gave us the opportunity to share
something great or (awful) that happened in our day, it
allowed us to connect in an otherwise crazy life.  We took
the phone off the hook (in the days where phones were on
the wall) and spent a half hour together.  This gave my
parents a tiny glimpse into all four of their daughters’
lives.  Later on, I promised myself I would practice the
same supper time routine with my family.  Realistically
though, it’s not always possible.  With hockey practice,
piano lessons, late work shifts and tutoring a supper time
that suits everyone is not always practical.  If this is the
case in your home maybe try to choose one night a week
that is set aside for family supper night.  A time for the
family to catch up on the week, on all of the great accom-
plishments made, on all the funny moments…In the old
days, we took the phone off the hook, nowadays make it
an “electronic free” supper time. Take time to listen to
each and every story and enjoy each other’s company.

Game Night:
This can be anything from an evening set aside playing

monopoly to a night set aside for cards.  Depending on
how many people in your family you can let each person
choose their favourite game to play that night or you can
choose out of a bag if there’s only time for one or two.  You
can make your favourite snack and spend some time
playing and laughing.  Game nights are also great to help
you relax and just enjoy spending time together. Yard
sales are a great place to load up on games you haven’t
tried before. There are some amazing ones out there that
you probably have never heard of. 

Girls/Boys Night:
Although this is not time for the whole family, it’s nice

to take time for mom and daughters to bond and dads
and sons (of course the reverse is also just as important.)
If you have time set aside both parties will be looking for-
ward to those moments when they can share special
moments that have happened to them, when they can
shine their love on just that one little person.  No matter
how hard we try, there are always many pressing things
and so scheduling this uninterrupted time together can
really help keep the lines of communication open and
help ease any tension any children are feeling.  I have
found this method to work really well when integrating a
new family member into the household.  The smiles are
so real when there’s time for just one little one and their
momma or daddy.

These are just a few ideas of how to spend some quali-
ty time together.  Regardless of how you do it, do it and
enjoy it.

THE WAY
WE WERE

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE

Group Captain Carl (Moose) Fumerton, D.F.C. and
Bar, Fort Coulonge, arrived at Union Station early
Sunday morning with a group of R.C.A.F. repats.

Group Captain Fumerton has been with the air force
since the start of the war. He is credited with having
destroyed 14 enemy planes and damaging one.

He told reporters he didn’t think he’d have time to get
back in the fighting over Europe because the Germans
were fading too fast but he hoped to see some service in
the Pacific. Three weeks ago saw him flying support for
the ground forces in Normandy. The famous flyer said on
his last flight over France three weeks ago “our lads
down on the ground seemed to be having it pretty much
their own way.”

Aug. 7, 1919
100 Years Ago

Local news: It seems like a dream, but is it not a fact
that Shawville enacted a speed limit by-law some time
ago and also that a resolution was placed in the records
(sometime before the advent of motor cars) prohibiting
the use of obscene or profane language on the streets on
penalty of a fine? In view of the total disregard for either
of these regulations that is glaringly manifest just now,
it would be well, perhaps, for the council to dig up the
latter and re-publish them for the benefit or instruction
of those who seem to fancy that we have no law govern-
ing public order or morality.

Haying throughout this neighbourhood is pretty well
wound up. On the whole, the crop is not above average,
some sections being very light.

Horse livery: The undersigned desires to inform the
public that he has started in the horse livery business at
the Pontiac House stables and respectfully solicits a
share of their patronage. Good service assured. Clarence
L. Hodgins.

A very pleasant evening was spent at the home of Mr.
Stillman Smith, Litchfield on Thursday evening when a
large number of friends and neighbours gathered to wel-
come home his son, Thomas who returned from overseas
a few days before. After the presentation of a cheque, the
time was spent in games and music. Refreshments were
served by the ladies of the Morehead Soldiers Comfort
Club.

Arnprior, so a local paper reports, is to have a new the-
atre with a seating capacity of one thousand.

Aug. 9, 1894
125 Years Ago

Local News: Harvesting has commenced in Clarendon
and Bristol oats were cut and saved last week.

The two little Jennings girls who were injured by
falling from a mountain in Sheen two weeks ago are
recovering.  One is able to walk around now, the other is
still in bed.

Several members of the family of Mr. Wm. Sturgeon of
Clarendon Front are prostrated with a very malignant
type of diphtheria. Dr. H.H. Knox is in attendance.

We are happy to learn that W.J. Poupore, Esq., has
procured six hundred dollars from the Quebec
Government to rebuild the north end of the Chapeau
bridge.

Near the Schneaux Rapids, on the property of Mr. Alex
Elliott is situated a deposit of mineral-bearing quartz
which local mining enthusiasts have given the name of
the “Hoopskirt Mine.”

Paddle your own canoe at the Quyon picnic on 14th
inst and win that beautiful silver cup offered as a prize.
If your own canoe is not fast enough, get someone else’s.
At all events try for it and if you win, you will have some-
thing in your old days to remind you of the days when
you were young. 

On July 27, I took part
in one of the oddest assignments I’ve
ever agreed to: tagging along with a
group of paranormal investigators
while they inspected an old farm-
house in Bristol. 

I’ll preface this by saying that as a
journalist, I’m paid to be sceptical of
every story that comes across my
desk and this one was no different.
However, to be fair to my hosts and
for the sake of a good story, I made
an effort to rein in my cynicism and
practiced indifference. 

When the invitation was pitched
several weeks ago, I hadn’t thought
much about it, assuming that our
weekend reporter JD would get the
assignment but the crafty weasel
managed to book the weekend off.
So there I sat that Saturday night,
posted up at the agreed meeting spot
at Ninth Line and chemin Ragged
Chute, waiting to tour an abandoned
building with a group of strangers. I
half expected a van with the
Ghostbusters logo stencilled on the
side to pull up.

The team from Bytown RIP
(Research and Investigation into the
Paranormal), didn’t have such
ostentatious branding (a missed
opportunity in my opinion), but they
eventually pulled up the gravel road
and led the way to a distinctly
decrepit-looking structure sitting
out in a pasture. 

The leader of the group, Sandra
Lepage, introduced herself and her
teammates, Eileen Langevin, Patrick
Labbe and Hervel Zenher. The group
of friends has been looking into
paranormal activity for several
years, and Lepage, along with some
of her colleagues had experience
with different investigation groups
before forming their own team. 

She said that the house was built
in the 1800s and she had toured it
on several occasions previously,
with agreeable results.  

“We thought it would be a good
place to test equipment,” she said. “I
found out who the owner was and I
approached him. At first [he
thought] it was funny, he chuckled.
We went in to make sure it was stur-
dy, it’s been abandoned at this point
for over 40 years ... I came the first
time eight years ago maybe. Every
time we’ve come here we’ve had good

results as far as recordings.”
She said that since the owner

announced he had sold the property,
this was likely their last time to poke
around the place. She emphasized
the importance of treating the spirits
and the home with respect.

Lepage showed off the KII EMF
(electromagnetic frequency) detector
they would be using for the outing,
(only $40-$100 on Amazon, depend-
ing on the brand), as well as other
tools, such as an animatronic teddy
bear for communicating with
younger spirits. She said that while
some groups focus more on the gad-
getry and “scientific proof” in their
investigations, Bytown RIP relies
also on subjective human experi-
ence. 

“Things aren’t necessarily deemed,
if you want, on the scientific level,
but for the client, it brought them a
lot of comfort,” she said, referring to
previous work of theirs near Golden
Lake, Ont. “We’re not charging any-
thing, our investigations are free ...
Sometimes you do have to step out
of the scientific realm.” 

“You have a lot of hoaxers too, you
know, people that are, they just
make things up as they go along, but
you do have some legitimate, gifted
people,” she added, praising the per-
ceptiveness of her teammates Labbe
and Zenher.

Zenher said that he and Labbe are
often in tune when it comes to sens-
ing paranormal activity.

“That is [something] we cannot
easily explain to average people, to
the mundanes,” he said. “First, they
don’t want to hear about it, most of
them. But they like to have people
that like to help in that domain, we
understand the risk.”

A glance at the structure made me
more hesitant than the thought of
any malevolent spirits. Bricks were
crumbling in the long boarded-up
window frames, and the whole struc-
ture groaned and creaked when we
pried open the door. As we ventured
around the outside of the building,
dodging cow patties and thistles,
Labbe put some of my concerns into
words. 

“You just don’t know, the house
could fall on you,” he said, glancing
at the stairs down into the building’s
basement, choked with weeds and
debris. “It’s an old building so
there’s some physical risks I’m not
going to take, but when it comes to
spiritual risks, that’s a whole differ-

ent thing.”
We stepped into the musty struc-

ture, and the stuffy, warm air hit me
in the face. 

Zenher lit a candle and explained
to me that it would be an anchoring
point should my sprit be separated
from my physical body. 

“Sometimes you can be kicked out
by a ghost, outside of your physical
body,” he said. “If that happens, the-
oretically, your body’s supposed to
fall down and you’re floating around.
So you come close and we will bring
your body close to the flame ... Bring
you back and reattach you.”

What have I gotten myself into?
The majority of the investigation

as it turned out, was to stand in one
room, deemed the most active by
Zenher and Labbe with the lights off.
Langevin filmed with a night vision
camera while the group asked a
series of seemingly random ques-
tions while waiting for the EMF
detector to light up. 

Expecting nothing, I’ll admit, I was
caught off-guard when the little
instrument blinked rapidly in
response to a query from the group.
How the investigators deciphered
flashing LEDs was beyond me, but I
assumed that just came with prac-
tice. 

From what I gathered, they
believed a man and a young
woman’s spirit were still active in the
place, and even played some old-
time music and left gifts to appease
the ghosts. After nearly a half-hour
of interrogation, we took a break,
which was much needed due to the
mosquitoes and the stifling air in the
house. I took the opportunity to say
my goodbyes and head home. 

I left without a clear idea in my
head of what I had just taken part
in. Why exactly, would these people
put up with the bugs, the heat and
the remote locations for the chance
to do these activities pro bono? I
wanted to remain a cynic about the
whole thing, and chalk it all up to
wishful delusion, but that just didn’t
do it justice. While ghost hunting
wasn’t exactly my cup of Earl Grey,
the Bytown RIP folks seemed like
your typical group of pals having fun
on the weekend, albeit with more
candles and EMF detectors. 

At risk of sounding glib and
putting too fine a point on it, per-
haps the real paranormal activity
was the friendships that were
formed along the way.

A haunted trip with Bytown   

RIP
On July 27, THE

EQUITY’S Editor Caleb
Nickerson observed a

paranormal
investigation by local

volunteer ghostbusters
Bytown RIP (Research
and Investigation into

the Paranormal), into a
derelict farmhouse on
chemin Ragged Chute

in Bristol, pictured
above. Above right,
Patrick Labbe and

Sandra Lepage show off
an assortment of tools

for detecting
paranormal activity.

Right, paranormal
investigators Sandra

Lepage, Eileen
Langevin, Patrick
Labbe and Hervel

Zenher begin their
search for spirits in a

room on the ground
floor with a night

vision camera and an
electromagnetic

frequency detector.
Photos by Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY



J.D. POTIÉ
LUSKVILLE July 25, 2019

On July 25, a group of
around 30 farmers and
agronomists from the
Pontiac and beyond gath-
ered at Blueridge Farms in
Luskville for an informative
hands-on workshop on the
importance of managing a
farmlands foundation – its
soil.

Dubbed “Talking Dirt”,
the event consisted of a day-
long information session
where local agriculturalists
learned important facts and
tips regarding maintaining
high-quality soil to grow
substantial yields of healthy
produce.

Organized by local envi-
ronment consulting compa-
ny Belanger Agro Consultant
and subsidized by the
Quebec Ministry of
Agriculture Fisheries and
Food (MAPAQ), the work-
shop involved experts in the
field teaching local farmers
and agronomists how to
inspect their soil and reduce
pesticides by growing organ-
ic products.

According to Bélanger
Agro Consultant agronomist
Claire Cossette, the idea
behind the workshop was to
inform farmers and agrono-

mists from the region about
the proper practices of farm-
ing with the MAPAQ’s exper-
tise.

After a short period of sip-
ping coffee, chewing pastries
and socializing, the group
gathered in the barn for a
short power point presenta-
tion from the farms’ owner
and operator Brandan Smith
and Bélanger Agro
Consultant representative
Pierre Bélanger.

Smith opened up the
workshop by thanking the
MAPAQ for making the event
possible as well as welcom-
ing everyone to his farm,
noting that he was surprised
to see such a large crowd in
the barn.

The rest of his presenta-
tion focused on an outline of
his financial goals, his hum-
ble beginnings as a farmer
and the challenge of transi-
tioning his operation from a
hog farm to a cash crop in
the last several years.

Bélanger capped off the
presentation by diving into
the negative factors that
come with use of pesticides,
the long-term benefits of
using organic matter and the
importance of maintaining
soil moisture.

After the presentation, the

group headed outside where
MAPAQ agricultural engi-
neer Odette Ménard present-
ed a rain-shower simulation
to test three sets of soil sam-
ples from the field. One con-
tainer was filled with residue
soil, the second had soil
exclusively and the third
contained soil topped with
vegetation.

After the simulation, the
group proceeded towards
the field where they were
invited to roam the corn
rows and get an up close
look at how the plants grow
under different combina-
tions of herbicides and soil
in the yard.

Then, the group sur-
rounded a deep hole dug in
the middle of the field to
learn how to inspect the
quality of the different levels
of the dirt by conducting a
soil profile using a variety of
techniques.

From cutting parts of the
soil with a pocket knife and
squeezing it with the palms,
or burying a pair of 100 per
cent cotton underwear in the
soil to see if microbes will eat
them, Ménard showed the
participants that consistent-
ly examining the state of
ones soil is crucial to the
sustainability and success of

a farm.
After profiling the soil,

participants headed back
towards the barn for a cold
lunch with refreshments to
fuel up for the hands-on por-
tion of the workshop. 

Following the lunch peri-
od, participants were able to
get their own hands dirty as
they dug their own holes and
conducted soil profiles in
order to understand how it
works and what to look for
in soil.

For Ménard, the most
important aspect of operat-
ing a farm and finding hap-
piness for any crop grower is
knowing everything about
one’s soil as it’s the very
foundation that makes suc-
cess possible.

“The health of a society
goes by the health of its
soil,” she said. “The return of
a business goes by the
health of its soil. Happiness
in agriculture goes by the
health of one’s soil. Look at
agricultural producers,
when things aren’t growing
well, they aren’t happy. The
only problem is the health of
the soil.”

According to Smith, host-
ing a group of local agricul-
tural industry professionals
at his farm for a little food
for thought is very important
for the growth and sustain-
ability of crop growers in the
Pontiac.

“It’s good to bring every-
body together and chat,” he
said. “I think it’s very impor-
tant. I think we need more of
it.”

For Smith, who’s always
open to learning new tricks
of the trade, the workshop
proved itself very beneficial,
as a lot of people possessing
a wealth of knowledge on the
subject attended the event

“When you have smart
people around you, ask a lot
of questions,” 

Surprised with the num-
ber of folks who showed up,
Smith was delighted with the
variety of participants who
attended with many coming
from outside the Pontiac to
jot some notes about plant
growth.

“We’ve got some people
from all over the world here,”
he said. “Geneticists and
plant breeders, soil scien-
tists, engineers, so it’s a
good mix.”

Strong soil the key to success

J.D. Potié, THE EQUITY

On Thursday, Blueridge Farm in Luskville played host to a group of around
30 farmers and agronomists for an interactive workshop focusing on how to
ensure the highest quality soil. Pictured, Blueridge Farm owner and opera-
tor Brandan Smith addresses the crowd during the workshop.

Down and dirty: Danford Lake hosts the 20th annual mud run

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

Jean-Michel Lajambe tears through the mud on his way to a win in the eight cylinder truck class on
Aug. 3.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

A Jeep gets bogged down in the muck despite the best efforts of the driver and passenger.

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

An ATV rider pops a wheelie after clearing the mud pit on Saturday afternoon, much to the crowd’s
delight.
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PROTHÈSES
AUDITIVES
HEARING

AIDS
François Sasseville

audioprothésiste
15 Gamelin,

Unit 510, Hull

CENTRE DE SERVICES / SERVICE CENTRE:

Lions Club Hall
660, rue Principale, Bryson, QC

Semi-mensuel
S.V.P. appeler pour un rendez-vous

819-771-5029 1-800-567-1580
Semi-monthly

Please call for an appointment
R.A.M.Q. Anciens Combattants       DVA C.S.S.T.    W.S.I.B.

AUCTION SALES
Saturday, August 10 at 9:30 a.m.

to be held at the Cobden Ag Hall, Cobden
for the estate of Mrs. Iverna Hawkins and guests

Iverna was an avid collector of quality items.
Sunday, August 11 at 9:30 a.m.

Annual Charity Auction and Book Sale
at 24 ch. Shouldice, Rupert, La Pêche, Quebec
Household items, crockery, antiques, tools, books.

Visit www.revelstewart.com for listing and photos.
RT Stewart 613-647-7649

2
Friday Evening, Aug. 9, at 6:00 pm for

JEANETTA WARREN, 505 Nancy St., Pembroke, Ont.
Oak round dining room table, with 6 chairs; Maytag stove and fridge;
Inglis washer and dryer; deep freeze; kitchen items; antique sideboard;
assort of dishes; 9 step chair lift; chesterfield and chair; arm chair; double
bed box spring and mattress; 3 piece double bedroom set; Beaver
tablesaw; hand and electric tools; garden tools.

Saturday, Aug. 10, at 10:00 am for
SYLVIE CHARTRAND & DENIS LALONDE,

3 Knox Rd., Bristol, Que.
MF 4255 tractor, Quicke 640 loader; MF 255 tractor with loader; NH 648
round baler, Silage Special; Case DC132 discbine with rollers, like new;
Agco 5010 rake, 10 wheels; some farm equipment; 14 Charolais cow/calf
pairs; 1 Charolais bull; assort of steel gates; fencers; Yard machines lawn
tractor, 38" cut, 14.5 HP; antiques and household furnishings.

TERMS: CASH OR CHEQUE WITH ID    
Check prestoncull.com for pictures, 

sales and more information.

Auctioneer: Preston Cull
R.R.#1 Douglas, Ont. 613-649-2378

CALEB NICKERSON
DANFORD LAKE
Aug. 3, 2019

The Danford Lake RA
grounds were filled with the
roar of engines on Saturday
as hundreds of people gath-
ered for the 20th annual
Mud Run. Gearheads put
their trucks, quads and
even snowmobiles up
against one another and the
pits of soupy mud to claim
bragging rights and hun-
dreds in prize money. 

The event is the primary
fundraiser for the RA,
explained Alleyn et Cawood
Mayor Carl Mayer, who was
posted up at the entrance
selling tickets with his
daughter Erika. Carl
explained that the event
had humble beginnings,
starting off on the lawn of
the hotel down the street

before migrating to its per-
manent home at the RA
grounds. 

“They started at the
hotel,” he said. “It was so
small when it started, beside
the skating rink.”

Carl estimated that
around 750 attended this
year’s festivities, which are
the main fundraiser for the
RA throughout the year.
This year’s proceeds would
be going towards siding for
the new kitchen building, as
well as putting in a proper
septic system. 

He singled out RA
President Roger Johnson,
as someone who’s been
instrumental in the creation
and growth of the event,
even shutting down his
business to help prep the
grounds. 

“Our first mud runs actu-

ally, Roger used to lend us
the money to get us going,
then we’d pay him back,”
Carl explained. “He’d use
his own money to get us
started.”

Still, the event wouldn’t
be what it is without the
help of dozens of people
donating their time and
energy for a good cause. 

“I haven’t watched a Mud
Run in about 15 years,
because I’ve been volun-
told,” Erika said with a
laugh as she handed out
wristbands to attendees. 

“In a small community
like this, you couldn’t do it
without the community’s
help,” Carl concluded. 

The winners for the day
were as follows:

ATV 2x4 -1st Jessy
Dubois, 2nd Pierre Mayer,
3rd Dustin Dubois 

ATV 4x4 -1st Jason
Paquette, 2nd Jacob
Lafontaine, 3rd Martin
Rochon 

ATV Open class - 1st
Derek Lalond, 2nd Jacob
Lafontaine, 3rd Jessy
Dubois 

Trucks 4 cylinder -
Thomas Gagnon 1st, 2nd
Carter Chamberlain 

Trucks 6 cylinder - 1st
Chad Kluke, 2nd Matthew
Pellerin, 3rd Jessie Dubois 

Trucks 8 cylinder - 1st
Jean-Michel Lajambe, 2nd
Maxime Robert, 3rd Bob
Landry

Trucks open class - 1st
Daniel Lajambe, 2nd
Maxime Robert, 3rd Bob
Landry 

Womens class - 1st
Christine Girard, 2nd Becky
Early, 3rd Amanda Mainville 

Skidoos - 1st Kyle Lance.



CALEB NICKERSON
CLARENDON
Aug. 3, 2019

On Saturday evening, the
Little Red Wagon Winery’s
summer concert series con-

tinued, with a performance
from a much-vaunted trio of
performers playing under a
familiar name. 

Billed as a continuation of
Under the Pines, a nod to the

annual festival that took
place in Bristol for the past
seven years, the group com-
prised of champion fiddler
Louis Schryer, accordion
player Timi Turmel and

pianist Erin Leahy has been
together for about two years.
Schryer explained that he
contacted Under the Pines
organizer Phillip Holmes for
permission to use the name

of the festival, since Holmes
announced a hiatus follow-
ing last summer’s show.  

“When [winery owner]
Jenn [Dale] called to do
something, and she wanted

to do it the month of July, I
double checked with Phillip
Holmes, just to make sure,”
he said. “After talking to
Phil, we said we would affili-
ate Under the Pines and
tonight’s event so if they ever
want to bring that back
again, we can tap into some
of his clientele.”

The group is currently
working on an album that is
due out this fall, and Leahy
said that despite their com-
mon background, musically,
they each bring different ele-
ments to the table. 

“Celtic is the root of our
music in this trio,” she said.
“Each of us comes from that
foundation so that is really
the root but because we’ve
had influences, you know, a
little bit of Quebecois influ-
ence here ... Irish, classical,
swing, ragtime, jazz ... we
sort of bring those colours to
the Celtic music that we’re
making.” 

Schryer was pleased with
how well the trio performs
together. 

“There’s some interesting
chemistry that happens
between the three of us,” he
said. 

Under the Pines returns at Little Red Wagon Winery

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

The Little Red Wagon Winery in Clarendon was filled with energetic Celtic-inspired music on Saturday evening. Pictured, the trio
of accordion player Timi Turmel, fiddler Louis Schryer and pianist Erin Leahy wowed the audience with their skills.

CALEB NICKERSON
SHAWVILLE Aug. 2, 2019

On Aug. 2, the Pontiac Historical Society held a
barbeque outside Joanne’s Valu-mart in
Shawville to raise money for their annual activi-
ties. 

Organizer Chris Siegfried explained that the
main activity that the society fundraises for is the
Pontiac Historical Museum, located on rue Lake
at the corner of the fairgrounds. The museum is
housed in what used to be the Shawville train
station, which was transported from beside the
PPJ, to its current location in the 70s. The muse-
um is operated, with the help of student workers,
from July 1 until the Labour Day weekend. 

Seigfried said that though they receive a grant
that pays part of the student’s salaries, they still
have to pay for the remainder, as well as upkeep
for the building. He added that this year they
were looking to rebuild and repaint the front
steps. 

He said that this was their sixth year holding a
barbeque, which is a way to interact with cot-
tagers and those in the area that might not know
what they do. 

“It’s a good chance to reach out to the commu-
nity,” he said.

Fortin donates $1,000 to
Maison des Jeunes

Photo submitted

On July 29, Pontiac MNA André Fortin made a
donation of $1,000 to the Maison des Jeunes, for
the activities that they put together for local youth
throughout the year. From left: Fortin presents the
check to Jeremy, Zachary and Émilie Giroux.

Historic society hosts 6th annual barbeque

Caleb Nickerson, THE EQUITY

The Pontiac Historical Society held their annual fundraiser barbeque at Joanne’s Valu-mart in Shawville on
Aug. 2. The money raised will support salaries and upkeep at the Pontiac Historial Museum, located on rue
Lake. From left: Chris Seigfried, Leo McLennan, Venetia Crawford, Joanne Dumouchel, Marilee DeLombard,
Virginia Landry, Barbara Haughton, Ryan Butler, Glen Ansell, Peter Haughton and Robert Wills. Not pictured,
Mary McDowell Wood.

What a spectacular week-
end we had with the weath-
er cooperating, although a
few spots had some rain. We
didn't get any rain in Vinton
however, and we do need it.
Most of the farmers are
happy that they got this
kind of weather to get all
their hay done but the lawns
and gardens are extremely
dry and we need a few days
of rain just to replenish
everything. I know that my
well is pretty low and my
grass is really brittle.

I got my first ripe tomato
and zucchini this week and
my first picking of beans
was on Aug. 4. I have lots of
cucumber blossoms, no
cucumbers yet but hopefully
by this weekend I'll have
tons of them. This is the
month I love best because I
eat totally out of the garden
with fresh lettuce, green
onions, arugula, tomatoes,
cucumbers, radish, peppers,
beans, carrots, beets, pota-
toes, zucchini etc. I eat as
much fresh vegetables as
possible and  freeze the rest.
You can actually smell the
freshness of all the vegeta-
bles and of course there is
nothing like fresh as far as
taste is concerned. All the
work is worth the reward.

Shelley, Carl and the boys
are supposed to be coming
up this weekend and Shelley
is going to spend a week or
so with me. Just in time to
pick beans and help me with
the garden.

My grandson Corben who
is only 16, bought his first
car and he is so proud of it
and he should be because
he worked hard and paid for
it with his own money. My
son-in-law, Carl, sent me
the pictures of the event
unfolding. The first picture
he showed me was Corben
standing beside his mother
with fistfuls of cash. Second
picture was Corben sitting
in his car with a grin on him
from ear to ear, and the
third picture was Corben
standing there with his car
keys and his pockets com-
pletely turned inside out
and empty. Wait till he pays

his insurance premiums
and that will wipe the smile
off his face. It's unbelievable
how much the insurance
companies charge for young
people today for coverage. It
costs a fortune just to keep a
car on the road, no wonder
they never leave home until
they’re 30. They can't afford
it.

Happy belated birthday
wishes go out to Marion
Holland on Aug. 1, Brendan
Sauriolon Aug. 2, Steve
Mayhew, Leanne Vibert on
Aug. 3, Claude Bertrand on
Aug. 4 Nelson Beauregard
on Aug. 5, Norma Brown
and Brittany Hearty on Aug.
6. Celebrating birthdays this
week are  Riley Frost,
Spencer Sloan on Aug. 10,
Riley Sloan, Joshua Dag-
enais on Aug. 13.

Happy anniversary wishes
go out to Peggy and Ham
Frost who celebrated on
Aug. 2, Carla and Philippe
Paquette on Aug. 9, Suzanne
and Pierre Pepin on Aug.
11.

I spent the long weekend
at Leslie Lake Park with
Sharon Crawford and Bruce
Hodgins and the whole
Daley family reunion.  My
cousin Steve Mayhew cele-
brated his birthday on Aug.
3 at the park with his chil-
dren Kim and Trevor and
their children and spouses.
We couldn't have asked for
nicer weather except for the
little rain in the morning on
Saturday but that just
cooled  things off and the
rest of the day was perfect.
There were lots of volleyball
games, tug-of-war, limbo
competitions and tennis
matches all around the
campsites  but mostly on the
beach. They had music play-
ing and some live bands and
everyone enjoyed themselves
visiting with their families
and friends.

The Shania Twain show
performed by the amazing
Annette Lafond will be held
at the Shawville R.A. Hall on
Friday, Sept. 20 at 8 p.m.
Watch for upcoming ads in
THE EQUITY for more infor-
mation.

This past Saturday, Larry
and I,  my sister Joyce,
husband Jim Quenneville,
my brother Brian and  his
wife Lisa Heagle, of
Cornwall attended the
Spence Reunion in St
Joseph. It began in the
afternoon with a mass cele-
brated by Fr. Tim Moyle.
Afterwards, everyone pro-
ceeded to the community
hall. It was a great day for
the Spence family to recon-
nect with cousins, aunts,
uncles, etc. 

There were lots of laughs,
a great scavenger hunt, a
competitive euchre tourna-
ment, delicious food, drinks
and fun awards. A sincere
thank you is extended to
Chantelle Spence, who tire-
lessly organized everything
with the help of her hus-
band Corey and lovely
daughters Mia and

Bayleigh. A wonderful time
was had by all.

Several groups of canoers
and kayakers took advantage
of the beautiful weekend and
enjoyed  a leisurely trip float-
ing down the Black River.

Happy birthday is wished
to our dear neighbour Earl
Grieve, who is celebrating
his birthday on  Aug. 9. All
the best of health and hap-
piness is wished to you Earl
in the coming year. Allan
Pilon of Pembroke is also
celebrating his birthday on
Aug. 9. All the best is  also
wished to you Allan.

Anniversary wishes are
extended to Rachelle &
Gerry Fitzpatrick, who are
celebrating  their 51st wed-
ding anniversary on Aug.
10.  May you share many
more years of God's richest
blessings of love, peace and
joy.

Vinton

DIANE BOISVERT  819-921-5296

Waltham

HELEN PERRY 819-689-2652

Happy birthday to the fol-
lowing people celebrating
this week:  Samantha
Lacourse, Janet Judd, Tom
Tubman, Kathy Murray,
Sheena Campbell, Heather
MacKechnie, Amanda
Smart, Albert Armstrong,
Lee Laframboise, Justin
Murray, Paul Chevrier,
Jessica Ballard, Krista
Tubman, Morag Stevenson,
Robert Smith, Janet
McCord, George Murdock,
Elaine MacPhee, Rhonda
Meisner, Meegan Smith,
Barry Horner, Gwen Evans,
Deirdree Hodgins, Andrew
Hodgins, Jack Draper,
Leona Tanner and Jeff
Young.

Happy anniversary to the
following couples celebrat-
ing this week:  Rick and
Cheryl Younge, Hawley and
Jeannine Wickens, Paul
and Sylvie Thomson, Peter
and Nicole Draper, Patti and
Shawn Rutledge, Kevin and

Lynn Knox, Bonnie and Jim
Hodgins, Stephen Greer
and Shelly Bourgeau,
Robbie and Kristine Beck
and Tom and Nancy
Beverdam.

There will be a Fishing
Derby on Saturday, Aug. 10
starting at 7:00 a.m. at the
Municipal Dock on Calumet
Island.

Our thoughts and
prayers to the Chabot and
Lloyd families on the loss of
Margaret on Wednesday,
July 31 at the age of 69.

Our deepest condolences
to the Richardson family on
the loss of Royce on Friday,
Aug. 2, 2019 at the age of
85.  He was the husband of
the late Joyce (nee Brown).
Royce was the father of
Warnie (Carole), Joey
(Sylvia) and Robyn (Kyle
Wisotzki).  Royce was a for-
mer councilman for the
Municipality of Shawville
for many years.

Shawville
LYSE LACOURSE 819-647-5932

lyse380@gmail.com

Card results for July 23
were: The 50/50 was won by
Michael Robillard and the
door prize went to June
Dubeau. Ladies first was
won by Marie Pilon and sec-
ond by Doreen Zimmerling.
Mens first was won by Dave
Lalonde with second going to
Michael St-Aubin.

Lunch was prepared by
Marie Gauthier and Gisele
Beaudin.

Dart results for July 25
were: the 50/50 was won by
Lloyd Kluke and the door
prize went to Lucie Belsey.
Ladies first was won by
Doreen Zimmerling with sec-
ond going to Sylvie Lemay.
Mens first was won by Henry
Longpré with second going
to Lloyd Kluke. 

Card results for July 30
were: The 50/50 was won by
Viola Gauthier and the door

prize went to Debbie Lackey.
Ladies first was won by
Marie Gauthier and second
by Beverly Dubeau. Mens
first was won by Carl
Kappes with second going to
Boyd Ebert.

Lunch was prepared by
Robin Zacharias and Rita
Blaskie.

August 1 dart results
were: the 50/50 went to
Lloyd Kluke and the door
prize to Richard Dubois.
Ladies first was won by
Mabel Kluke and second
went to Monique Primeau.
Mens first went to Ralph
Belsey and second place
went to Benny Zimmerling.

Happy belated birthday
wishes go out to Donna
Cushman who celebrated
Aug. 1.

Submitted by Velma
Lafleur

Otter Lake Golden Age
dart and card results
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SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

NOTAIRE - NOTARY

MacGREGOR CONCRETE
PRODUCTS (Beachburg) LIMITED

Beachburg, Ontario

SEPTIC AND
HOLDING TANK

PUMPING SERVICE
Summer or Winter

Toll Free: 1-800-267-0118
Local: 1-613-582-3459

CAMPBELL’S BAY - 37, rue Patterson / 819 648-2525
MANSFIELD - 289-3, Route 148 / 819 683-3434
GATINEAU - 510, boul. Maloney Est, bureau 202 / 819 643-2021

CONSTRUCTION

Entrepreneur général - General Contractor
Construction neuve et rénovations
New Construction and Renovations
• Résidentiel • Commercial • Industriel

Estimation gratuite - Free Estimates
Cell: 819-962-6010 - Cletus          

info@constructionpieschke.com  RBQ : 8327-0819-17

CONSTRUCTION PIESCHKE

MONUMENTS

378 Main St. Shawville   819-647-3841/Fax 647-3002
Also see our display - Hwy 148, Mansfield, QC

pontiacmonuments@tlb.sympatico.ca  

Lloyd and Marj Hodgins

Steve or Janey 819-647-2204
Pontiac Printshop Ltd.

133 Centre St., Shawville

CLEANING SUPPLIES

Products for
• Hotels • Restaurants

• Super Markets • Food Service
Floor Maintenance
General Sanitation

Disinfection & Biotechnology

Lloyd and Marj Hodgins Furniture Ltd.

WELL DRILLING

Me Jean-Pierre Pigeon Me Nathalie Chrétien
jpigeon@notarius.net nachretien@notarius.net

TRÉPANIER & ASSOCIÉS, 
NOTAIRES INC.
Notaires - conseillers juridiques -
Notaries

WORKING FOR YOU IS WHAT I DO!

Laurena Matechuk
Real Estate Broker

819-962-4640
Lmmatechuk@hotmail.com

FREE EVALUATION

PONTIAC’S REALTOR

NOTAIRES - NOTARIES

Office notarial du Pontiac

Pontiac Notarial Office

Me/Mtre Nancy Suominen
305, Main, Suite 1
Shawville, QC  J0X 2Y0

Me/Mtre Bernard Monnet
201, Principale
Fort-Coulonge, QC J0X 1V0
117, Front, Suite 206, 
Gatineau (Aylmer) QC  J9H 5S9

Tel. 819 647-2994
Fax. 819 647-2997
nancy.suominen@notarius.net

Tel. 819 683-3085
Tel. 819 684-8299
Fax. 819 682-1453
monnetb@qc.aira.com
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WHY DO WE NEED THIS FACILITY?
CNL has conducted remarkable  work 
over the past 60 years, including the 
production of lifesaving medical 
isotopes, and the development of 
CANDU reactors which cleanly, safely 
and reliably produce more than half of 
Ontario’s energy. 

This work has also generated 
radioactive waste. While this waste 
was managed according to the best 
practices and regulations at the time, 
standards have changed. Some of this 
waste is now stored using outdated 
technology which in some cases has 
led to contamination. 

CNL wants to do the responsible thing 
and clean up this waste and manage it 
with modern technology. 

CNL is also in the process of revitalizing 
Chalk River Laboratories to create a 
world-class nuclear research centre. 
The NSDF is a key element in enabling 
that transformation, helping us to 
protect the environment  and ensuring 
the responsible and safe disposal of 
low-level radioactive waste. 

WHAT IS THE NSDF?
The NSDF is an engineered 
containment mound that will allow 
CNL to isolate low-level radioactive 
waste in a facility designed to keep 
this material separate from the 
environment and remove the present 
day risk. The waste will be isolated by a 
three metre thick multi-layer base liner 
and cover system that has been tested 
to last over 550 years, at which point 
the radioactivity will have decayed to 
levels you would find in the natural 
environment.

Any water that enters the facility 
during operation would be diverted 
to a wastewater treatment plant to 
remove contaminants. 
 
WHAT WILL GO INTO THE NSDF?
The NSDF will only contain low-level 
radioactive waste such as soil from 
environmental clean-up work on the 
Chalk River site, demolition debris and 
general trash such as used personal 
protection clothing or equipment.
  
WHERE WOULD IT  BE BUILT?
The proposed NSDF would be built at 
Chalk River Laboratories, where more 
than 90 per cent of the waste is already 
located. 14 locations were considered 
and judged according to size, access 
to utilities, flood risks, geotechnical 
considerations and species at risk.
 
The chosen site is over one kilometre 
from the Ottawa River along a 
bedrock ridge that naturally forces 
water to flow in the opposite direction 
of the river. It is close to the Chalk 
River campus which has the required 
support services and in an area that 
has existing waste storage sites.

DOES THE LOCATION POSE A 
THREAT TO THE OTTAWA RIVER?
No, it does not. The NSDF is designed 
to protect the Ottawa River, not to harm 
it and in fact remove the present risk 
that exists from historical operations.
While it’s hard to imagine a scenario 
where contaminants would penetrate 
the facility’s liner and not be handled 
by the waste water treatment system, 
it would still take an estimated seven 
years to travel through the ground 
and reach the Ottawa River, giving CNL 
ample time to detect and resolve the 

issue.  CNL’s environmental monitoring 
program already conducts tens of 
thousands of tests each year, and will 
be expanded to monitor conditions 
around the new facility. 

I’VE HEARD YOU RELEASE TRITIUM 
INTO THE RIVER. WHAT IS THIS?
Like all industries, CNL does have 
planned releases to the environment. 
This includes the controlled release 
of tritium, a radioactive isotope found 
naturally in the environment, including 
the air you breathe and the water you 
drink. Tritium can be harmful in high 
concentrations. CNL will only permit 
releases that are carefully controlled 
and well below regulatory limits, 
posing no threat.

WHAT ABOUT A NATURAL 
DISASTER LIKE AN EARTHQUAKE 
OR A TORNADO?
The NSDF has been designed to 
withstand extreme weather and events 
such as earthquakes, tornadoes, forest 
fires, sabotage and major storms. 
The base of the facility is also located 
approximately 50 metres above the 
Ottawa River, much higher than any 
flood waters that might occur.  

WHERE CAN I GET THE FACTS 
ABOUT THIS PROJECT?
The NSDF is subject to a federal 
government-led and very public, 
environmental assessment process. 
If you’d like to learn more about 
the project and the science which 
supports the decision-making, 
you can do so through this formal 
review process. Learn more at  
www.cnl.ca/NSDF.

THERE IS A LOT OF FALSE INFORMATION 
‘FLOATING AROUND’ ABOUT CNL’S 

NSDF PROJECT.

HERE ARE THE FACTS.
For projects that are the size and scope of the Near Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF),  

it can be difficult to distinguish fact from fiction, so let’s set the record straight.

www.cnl.ca/NSDF communications@cnl.ca



YARD SALE

Saturday 9 a.m. TCRA
Ladysmith. Huge indoor Flea
Market Many vendors. Every
Saturday from June 29 until
last sale August 17.
Information 647-3380. 8xau14
Fri., Sat., Sun., Aug. 9, 10, 11
- 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. all 3 days.
Liquidation. We need to make
room. Antiques and col-
lectibles, just unpacked 70+
pieces of fancy glassware,
chalet, etc. Lots of good used
furniture and antiques.
Industrial items such as bolt
bins, metal shelving, cast iron
tractor seats, signs, gas and oil
items, over 50 rocking chairs,
oil lamp sale as we have a
large quantity, over 600 picture
frames on sale. Need to make
room. Sale not to be missed.
1144 Route 148 Campbell’s
Bay, Quebec. Andre Chretien.
Always buying, calll us 819-
648-2512       xa7
Sat., Aug. 10 - yard sale 9
a.m. - 1 p.m. at Jean L.
Smith’s, C974 Hwy. 303N,
Charteris, Que. Books, some
clothing and misc. i tems.
x1a7

MISCELLANEOUS

Deal on roofing steel. In stock.
Levi Weber 2126 Stone Rd. RR
2, Renfrew, Ont.        x13o30
Canadian flags and Quebec
flags 54” x 27” and 72” x 36”
at The Equity, 133 Centre
Street, Shawville, Que. 819-
647-2204. xtc
If you saw the picture in THE
EQUITY we can make you a full
colour 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 prints for
$10 plus tax, at The Pontiac
Printshop, 133 Centre St.,
Shawville, Quebec J0X 2Y0
819-647-2204.                  xtc
Promotional items are avail-
able for your business such as
caps, pens, cups, jackets, T-
shirts, etc. For more informa-
tion just call the Pontiac
Printshop, 133, Centre St.,
Shawville, Quebec, J0X 1G0,
819-647-2204.                  xtc
QCNA offers a one-order,
one-bill service to advertisers.
Call us for details on reaching
English Quebec, and through
classified ads French Quebec
and every other Canadian
province & territory. 819-893-
6330.  qa8

FOR RENT

Bryson - Cozy fully renovated
2 bedroom house, river view,
includes washer, dryer, fridge,
stove. No pets, no smoking,
references required. Available
Oct. 1, hydro included $925
per month. Call or text 819-
647-5697                         b1a7
Calumet Island - 3 bedroom
log house for rent. No pets.
613-570-0983 Available imme-
diately.                               b2a7
Shawville – 2+ bedroom on
second floor for senior or quiet
couple. Heat, storage locker
and coin laundry incl. Non
smoker. 819-647-3489.      otc
Shawville – Apartment for rent,
329 James, Suite 2 $850 a
month. Call 819-563-6411.   otc
Shawville - 2 bedroom house
available Sept. 1, quiet street,
close to school, no pets, no
smoking, heat and hydro not
included. $850 per month.
819-647-6518.               b2a14
Shawville - 3 bedroom house
for rent. Available Sept. 1.
Seperate garage. Close to
hospital and biking trail. Heat
and hydro not included. No
pets, no smoking. $900 per
month. 819-647-6518
b2a14
Shawville - Shawville Lions
Hall available for all occa-
sions. Air conditioned. Phone
or text Paul at 819-639-2313
ba7   

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Johnson Lake - 4 season
cottage for sale, furnished, 3
bedroom, 2 f ireplaces,
Jacuzzi, hot tub, screened
porch, bunkhouse, canoe.
$325,000 613-836-5796 or
819-647-5241                x2a14

WANTED

Looking to buy your old con-
cert/band tees. I will pay cash
for your old concert/band/tour
t-shirts. Seeking original
shirts and merchandise from
the 70’s, 80’s & 90’s. All gen-
res of music welcome (rock,
metal, country, punk, pop,
rap/hip hop etc.). Size & con-
dition do not matter. Please
contact Cory Wilson at 819-
743-4146 (call or text) or
email: corywaynewilson@
gmail.com  xtc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Business for sale – GouldS
Pump Franchise. For more
information call Barry at 819-
647-3247.                          xtc

HELP WANTED

I n s o t e c h / C h u g g
Construction looking for
labourers, insulators, carpen-
ters, handyman. Send resume
to info@insotech.ca.          otc.
Homecare helper for elderly
wheelchair bound man. No
experience needed. Must be
physically fit and have own
transportation. 10 minutes
from Shawville. Please call
819-647-3464.                 x1a7

DEATH

Chabot, Margaret
1949 - 2019
It is with great sadness that
we announce the passing of a
gentle soul, Margaret at the
Hull hospital on Wednesday,
July 31, 2019 at the age of 69
years. After battling numerous
illnesses in her life, she has
earned her wings.
Margaret will be dearly missed
by her soul mate and best
friend, her loving husband
Leonard Lloyd. Together, they
enjoyed nearly thirty-five years
of love, laughter and happi-
ness. Dear daughter of the
late Ervin Chabot and Leona
(nee Twolan). Predeceased
by her sister, Sharon and
brothers Doug (Merry-Jill) and
Paul. She was the beloved
sister of Penny (Donald),
Garry, Brad and Todd.
The family wishes to acknowl-
edge the care and compassion
given to Margaret during her
time at the Foyer du Bonheur
retirement home and the dialy-
sis unit at the Hull hospital.
Funeral Service was held in le
Foyer du Bonheur, 125
Boulevard Lionel-Emond, Hull,
Quebec on Tuesday, August
6, 2019 at 3:30 p.m.
Interment will be held at a
later date in St. Thomas
Cemetery, Norway Bay,
Quebec. 
www.hayesfuneralhome.ca

Richardson, Royce 
1934 - 2019
It is with deep sadness that
we announce the passing of
Royce Richardson on Friday,
August 2, 2019 in the Pontiac
Community Hospital,
Shawville, Quebec at the age
of 85.  Son of the late Ebert
Richardson and the late
Kathleen Hodgins.  Loving
husband of 49 wonderful
years to the late Joyce Brown.
Cherished father of Warnie
(Carole), Joey (Sylvia) and
Robyn (Kyle Wisotzki).
Special grandfather of
Connor, Lachlan, Brennan,
Kate, Sam, Dylon, Hatti and
Tucker. He wil l  be sadly
missed by his siblings, Claire
(late Henry Lunam), Marlyn
(Norris Angus), Diane (late
Joey Keon), Barney (Heather),
Murray (Gloria), Mona (Earl
Newton), Myles (Marsha),
Mike (Janice), Rick (Bonnie)
and his brothers-in-law Bert
Murphy and Charlie
McDowell. Predeceased by
his sisters Sheila and Brenda.
Royce will be sadly missed by
many nieces and nephews.
Funeral service was conduct-
ed on Monday, August 5,
2019 in the Shawville United
Church, Shawville, Quebec at
1 p.m.  Interment Maple Grove
Cemetery. Donations to the
Villa James Shaw or Friends
of St-Joseph’s Manor would
be appreciated.
www.hayesfuneralhome.ca

DEATH

Dagg, William Ellsworth “Bill”
Peacefully in Shawville hospi-
tal in his 74th year, with his
wife and daughter by his side
on Thursday, July 25th after a
short, but courageous cancer
battle riddled with complica-
tions. Bill is survived by his
loving wife of over 52 years,
Sandie; daughter Tammie
(Greg Madore); “chosen”
daughter, Anne Arvisais (Dan
Thompson); his mother, Lorna
(Palmer) Dagg; and brothers,
Gerald and David (Fong)
along with many cherished
nieces, nephew, great-
nephews and great-niece.
Predeceased by son, Marty
and his father, Fred Dagg.
Following cremation and visi-
tation at Hayes Funeral Home
in Shawville, and funeral ser-
vice at New Hope Christian
Fellowship Church, Bill was
laid to rest at Yarm Cemetery
beside his son Marty.
The family wishes to thank Dr.
Smith and the nursing staff at
Shawville Hospital, especially
Paula, Kayla & Valentine, for
the care Bill received during
his final days. Thanks to Greg
Hayes and the staff at the
funeral home for their care and
concern in helping us to make
final arrangements. Thanks to
Heather & John Grant for host-
ing the dinner for us between
visitations, and to all who
helped them with food and just
being there for us. Thanks to
pallbearers Gary Hodgins,
John Grant, Keven Knox, Neil
Sharpe, Rob Madore & Ross
Hamilton, and to everyone who
attended Bill's funeral at New
Hope Christian Fellowship
Church, to Pastor Daryl
MacPherson for the service,
and to Kathryn Perry for the
beautiful music. Thank you to
the Anglican Church Women
who provided the luncheon at
St. Paul's Anglican Church Hall
following the funeral, and to
Eileen Sheppard for decorating
the Hall so beautifully. Lastly,
thanks to all Bill's family and
friends for just being there with
us to celebrate the life of a
wonderful man, for the food
everyone has brought to us
over the last couple of weeks,
and for the time spent helping
us to cope with a loss we will
never ful ly comprehend or
overcome.

Konrad, Thomas
Passed away on July 20, 2019
at the age of 60. Son of the
late Joseph Konrad and
Lucienne Miner. Loving brother
to Christine, Judy & Joseph
Ross. He will be fondly remem-
bered by his neices, nephews,
uncles, aunts, cousins and
friends. A memorial service will
be held on August 9 in the
chapel of Racine, Robert &
Gauthier, 47 Denise Friend,
Gatineau (Aylmer) at 11 a.m.
The family will receive condo-
lences starting at 10:30.
Tributes can be shared online
by visit ing our website:
https://www.dignitymemorial.co
m / o b i t u a r i e s / a y l m e r -
qc/thomas-konrad-8789019.

IN MEMORY

Lapierre, Theresa (McKenny)
In loving memory of Theresa
Lapierre who passed away
Aug. 3, 2012.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Lovingly remembered every
day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts you’re
always there. 
Love you always, 
Claude and family

IN MEMORY

Hodgins, Mervin
In loving memory of a dear
husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather, Mervin,
who passed away Aug. 11,
1970.
Oh that I could clasp your
hand
Your dear kind face just to
see.
To hear your voice, to see
your smile
That meant so much to me. 
To have, to hold and then to
part
Was the greatest sorrow of my
heart. 
Forever loved and sadly
missed, 
Laurina and family

Lance, Teddy
In loving memory of our dad.
We can’t believe it’s been 10
years on Aug. 8.
Missing you
We’re missing you a l i t t le
more
Each time we hear your name,
We’ve cried so many tears
Yet our hearts are broken just
the same. 
We miss our times together
Things in common we could
share, 
But nothing fills the emptiness
Now you’re no longer there.
We’ve so many precious
memories
To last our whole life through
Each one of them reminders
Of how much we’re missing
you. 
See you on the other side,
Dad.
Love LeighAnn, Blair, Bonnie,
Mitchel and Brady. xoxo

Schwartz - In loving memory
of Ernest (Ernie), Sept. 21,
1935 - Aug. 8, 2017.
We thought of you with love
today
But that is nothing new.
We thought about you yester-
day
And days before that too. 
We think of you in silence
We often speak your name. 
Now all we have are memo-
ries
And your picture in a frame. 
Your memory is our keepsake
With which we’ll never part. 
God has you in His keeping
We have you in our heart. 
We all miss you!
Loving wife Essie, Ward and
Tim, Wade and Lynne, grand-
children Derek, Brandon,
Elissa, Matz, Gage and Wyatt. 

Krose, Darwin
In memory of our fr iend,
Darwin Krose, who passed
away Aug. 12, 2017.
We often sit and think of him
When we are all alone, 
For memory is the only friend
That grief can call its own. 
Like ivy on the withered oak
When all other things decay,
Our love for him will still keep
green
And never fade away.
Love Doug, Bruce, Reuben
and Donna

IN MEMORY

Krose, Darwin
In loving memory of Darwin
Krose who passed away Aug.
12, 2017.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every
day
Unseen, unheard, but always
near
Still loved, still missed and
very dear.
Sandy, Steven, Angela, Mike
and grandchildren

Advertise your items in the Classifieds
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Every Tuesday From 10 a.m to 12 p.m. come and play bridge at
St. Paul’s Anglican Church hall. Duplicate Bridge is also avail-
able with 8 interested players. Want to learn? We will teach you.
For more info call Dianne at 819-647-2691                          x3a21
Every Friday Join us in the Shawville Anglican Church Hall for
an evening of music (Hooley in the Hall) from 7-9:30 p.m. The
hall is now air conditioned! Admission is free. 50/50 held.
Everyone welcome.                                  xtc
Wed., Aug. 7 - Parents’ Voice Shawville Park Day at Mill Dam
Park, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. xtc
Sat., Aug. 10 - Special Event: “Lunch on the Lawn.” 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. 16 Mill Street, Portage du Fort, by donation, proceeds for
Historic Plaques. Music by Dave Pollard and Charlie Brinkworth.
Historic Tour begins at St. James Church at 11 a.m. Pictures
with Samuel Champlain, open studios, gallery artistesdelariv-
iere.blogspot.ca b1a7
Sun., Aug. 11 - Cushman Memorial Church, Bristol welcomes
2019 guest clergy Rev. John Vaudry. Please join us at 7:30 p.m.
for service. b1a7
Sun., Aug 11 - Wesley United Church cemetery service at 2
p.m. b1a7
Sun., Aug. 11 - St. Andrew’s United Cemetery and St. George’s
Anglican Cemetery combined service will be held at 2 p.m. in
Campbell’s Bay, Quebec. Service will be given by Rev. Tim
Perry. All money must  be designated in an envelope either to
St. Andrew’s United Cemetery or St. George’s Anglican
Cemetery. b2a7
Fri., Aug. 16 and Sat., Aug. 17 - Garage and Bake Sale. Friday
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturday from 9 a.m to 2 p.m. at the
Church of Faith, Praise and Prayer - 1225 Hwy. 148, Campbell’s
Bay, Que. Rain or shine. b2a14
Sun., Aug. 18 - St. James Anglican Church and Union Cemetery
in Otter Lake will have their annual memorial service at 3 p.m.
Rev. Susan Lewis and Organist Roy Bretzlaff. Please support St.
James by sending a donation to: St. James Cemetery c/o Joan
Zimmerling, 278 King Rd., Otter Lake, Que., J0X 2P0 or Union
Cemetery c/o Leona Beaudion, 3 Rang Rd., Otter Lake, Que.
J0X 2P0. Pot luck dinner OLRA Hall. Everyone welcome.
x2a14   
Wed., Aug. 28 & Thurs., Aug. 29 – Course: Painting with
Fibers. Stone School, Portage-du-Fort. Description and registra-
tion artpontiac.com  3ba7
Sun., Aug. 18 - St. Matthew’s Anglican Church, Charteris,
cemetery service with Rev. Eric Morin at 2 p.m. Picnic lunch,
bring a lawn chair. Everyone welcome. x2a14
Sun., Aug. 18 - Cemetery service in Dunraven, Calumet Island
at 2 p.m. Pot luck will be served in the Bryson Lions Hall after
the service. Please leave your dish or whatever you have when-
ever you are passing by in Bryson, there will be someone there
to open the door. Bring your chair. If it’s too hot outside it will be
held inside the church. Rev. Tim Perry will be officiating and
Nolan Wrinn will be playing the music, along with Kathryn Perry.
Hope to see you there. b2a14
Thurs., Aug. 22 - Chicken BBQ at St. Paul’s Anglican Church
hall. 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. Children $5.00 Adults $15.00. Everyone
welcome. x2a14

www.theequity.ca
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Classifieds INFO TRANSPORT
Communiqué
OUTAOUAIS Le 31 juillet 2019

Info Transports concer-
nant des travaux d’inspec-
tion de structure sur le
chemin de Pembroke à
Chichester.

Route : Chemin de
Pembroke.

Municipalité : Chichester.

Localisation : Sur le pont
enjambant la rivière, entre le
chemin de Chapeau-
Waltham et la rue Front.

Identification des travaux
: Inspection de structure.

Entrave : Circulation en
alternance, lundi entre 7 h
30 et 18 h, à l’aide de sig-
naleurs.

Ces entraves peuvent être

modifiées ou annulées en
raison de contraintes opéra-
tionnelles ou des conditions
météorologiques. Consulter
le Québec 511 pour en faire
le suivi.

Pour la sécurité des
usagers de la route et celle
des travailleurs, le respect
de la signalisation en place
est essentiel. 

Travaux sur le chemin de Pembroke à Chichester

CNW Telbec - Communiqué
QUÉBEC Le 2 août 2019

Le ministère des Forêts,
de la Faune et des Parcs
(MFFP) tient à rappeler à la
population les recommanda-
tions de la Direction de
santé publique (DSPU) du
Centre intégré de santé et de
services sociaux (CISSS) de
l'Outaouais concernant l'u-
tilisation de l'eau pour la
consommation ou à des fins
récréatives, dans la foulée
des épisodes de mortalité de
poissons dans les rivières du
Lièvre et des Outaouais.

Il désire plus particulière-
ment attirer l'attention des
pêcheurs sportifs sur les
consignes suivantes :

Il est fortement recom-
mandé de ne pas consom-

mer du poisson pêché dans
certaines zones où il existe
un risque de contamination
bactérienne (interdiction de
baignade) ou une pollution
évidente (rejets d'égouts
industriels ou municipaux,
etc.) ou la mortalité de pois-
sons.

Ne pas consommer les
poissons qui sont déjà morts
ou affaiblis ou encore dont
l'apparence est anormale ou
différente.

Par ailleurs, le MFFP con-
tinue de travailler étroite-
ment avec le ministère de
l'Environnement et de la
lutte contre les change-
ments climatiques et le min-
istère de la Santé et des
Services sociaux pour déter-
miner les causes de ces

événements.
Pour connaître, l'ensem-

ble des recommandations de
la DSPU du CISSS de
l'Outaouais sur l'utilisation
de l'eau pour la consomma-
tion ou à des fins récréa-
tives, consultez le document
Rappel DSPU en lien avec
utilisation de l'eau pour la
consommation ou à des fins
récréatives.

Liens connexes
Pour obtenir des ren-

seignements sur le Ministère
et en savoir plus sur ses
activités et ses réalisations,
consultez le mffp.gouv.qc.ca
et les réseaux sociaux :
https://www.facebook.com/
F o r e t s F a u n e P a r c s ,
https://twitter.com/MFFP_
Quebec.

SOPFEU - Communiqué
QUÉBEC Le 1 août 2019

Après avoir vécu le plus
petit printemps au regard
du nombre d’incendies
depuis sa création, la
Société de protection des
forêts contre le feu
(SOPFEU) a connu un mois
de juillet légèrement plus
actif. Au cours des 31
derniers jours, 86 incendies
ont consumé 106 hectares
(ha) de forêt. Il s’agit donc de
la période la plus occupée
pour la SOPFEU depuis le
début de la saison. Ce nom-
bre d’incendies se situe
légèrement en dessous de la
moyenne des 10 dernières
années qui se chiffre à 88
incendies, pour un mois de
juillet.

La saison 2019 continue
tout de même d’être l’une
des plus petites depuis 1994
en nombre de feux. Ainsi, au
31 juillet, les pompiers
forestiers ont éteint 193 feux
ayant affecté 5 747 ha de
forêt. La moyenne des dix
dernières années, à la même
date, se situe à 369
incendies pour 36 829 ha.

Comme c’est souvent le
cas en juillet, le mois a été

marqué par de nombreux
passages de fronts de foudre
qui ont provoqué l’éclosion
de plusieurs nouveaux
incendies. Cette cause
naturelle est responsable de
plus de 40 % des feux
allumés durant les 31
derniers jours.

Sur la Côte-Nord, c’est 73
% des incendies qui ont été
causés par la foudre en juil-
let. La plupart de ces
incendies ont été déclenchés
lors de la dernière fin de
semaine du mois.
Interdiction de feux à ciel

ouvert
Afin de faire face à une

période plus critique quant
au risque d’éclosion d’in-
cendies, une interdiction de
faire des feux à ciel ouvert a
été mise en vigueur par le
ministère des Forêts, de la
Faune et des Parcs (MFFP)
le 8 juillet dernier. Cette
interdiction a été maintenue
pour certains secteurs
jusqu’au 13 juillet. En rai-
son des températures
chaudes dans les régions
visées, le risque d'incendie
de forêt était « très élevé » ou
« extrême » et le niveau d’in-
tensité des feux pouvant en

résulter était considéré
comme très élevé.

Soutien à l’Alberta
Le nombre peu élevé d’in-

cendies de forêt au Québec a
permis à la SOPFEU, en col-
laboration avec le MFFP, de
poursuivre le soutien qu’il
apporte en Alberta. Le 25
juillet dernier, deux sections
de vingt et un pompiers
forestiers et un représentant
d’agence sont partis en
direction de cette province
de l’Ouest canadien. Depuis
le début de la saison des
incendies de forêt, ce sont
huit sections d’une vingtaine
de pompiers forestiers de la
SOPFEU qui ont été
déployées en Alberta pour
des cycles de travail de qua-
torze jours consécutifs.

La prudence demeure
importante

Bien que la saison esti-
vale soit bien entamée, la
SOPFEU souligne que la sai-
son des feux de forêt n’est
pas terminée. Les feux de
camp mal éteints, les
mégots de cigarette et les
VTT peuvent tous être à l’o-
rigine d’un incendie de forêt.
La prudence demeure donc
de mise.

La foudre et le temps chaud gardent
la SOPFEU occupée

NDP - Communiqué
WAKEFIELD Le 23 juillet 2019

Denise Giroux a été offi-
ciellement désignée candi-
date du NPD dans Pontiac
pour l’élection fédérale de
2019 lors d’une assemblée
d’investiture qui a eu lieu à
Wakefield le mardi 23 juillet.
La députée du NPD
Christine Moore (Abitibi–
Témiscamingue) était
présente pour l'occasion.

« Je suis honorée d’avoir
la chance de représenter le
NPD lors de la prochaine
élection et de faire cam-
pagne aux côtés de Jagmeet
Singh, d’Alexandre Boulerice
et des autres candidats et
candidates du parti pour
une juste transition vers
une économie durable et
une société progressiste et
équitable, a affirmé Mme
Giroux. Je travaillerai fort
pour montrer aux gens de
Pontiac que je mérite leur
confiance pour aller
défendre leurs intérêts à
Ottawa. »

Impliquée dans l’associa-
tion de circonscription du
NPD de Pontiac depuis plus
de 10 ans, Denise Giroux
est avocate et agente des
relations d'emploi. Elle a
une solide expertise en
défense des droits de la per-
sonne et des travailleurs et
travailleuses.

« Je me lance dans la
campagne électorale avec le
NPD avec le but d'aider à
améliorer la qualité de vie de
mes concitoyens et conci-
toyennes. Je crois sincère-
ment que le NPD est le parti
avec le meilleur plan social
et environnemental, a-t-elle
expliqué. Les gens de
Pontiac ont besoin d’un gou-
vernement qui va s’attaquer
sérieusement à la crise cli-
matique et faire passer les
intérêts de la population
avant ceux des plus riches
et des grandes entreprises.
C’est pour cela que je me
battrai à la Chambre des
communes quand je serai
élue. » 

Denise Giroux officiellement
désignée candidate du 
NDP dans Pontiac

SOPFEU - Communiqué
QUÉBEC Le 24 juillet 2019

La Société de protection
des forêts contre le feu
(SOPFEU), en collaboration
avec le ministère des Forêts,
de la Faune et des Parcs,
soutient à nouveau l’Alberta
qui est aux prises avec
plusieurs incendies de forêt.

Ainsi, deux sections de
vingt et un pompiers
forestiers et un représentant
d’agence partiront demain
en direction de la province
de l’Ouest canadien. Depuis
le début de la saison des
incendies de forêt, huit sec-
tions d’une vingtaine de

pompiers forestiers de la
SOPFEU ont été déployées
en Alberta pour des cycles
de travail de quatorze jours
consécutifs.

En tant que signataire de
l’Accord canadien d’aide
mutuelle en cas d’incendies
de forêt, le Gouvernement
du Québec vient en aide à
ses partenaires canadiens
en rendant disponibles des
ressources. La SOPFEU et
ses membres appuient
pleinement ces efforts de
coopération.

La situation qui prévaut
au Québec permet à la
SOPFEU de prêter des

ressources à ses collègues
des autres provinces sans
nuire à sa capacité d’inter-
vention sur le territoire
québécois.

Depuis le début de la sai-
son de protection au
Québec, les 151 incendies
combattus en zone de pro-
tection intensive ont affecté
5 720 hectares de forêt. En
moyenne, 460 incendies
sont allumés chaque année
affectant plus de 36 000
hectares de forêt au Québec.
La SOPFEU rappelle d’être
prudent avec l’utilisation du
feu afin de préserver les
forêts.

Le Québec envoie 42 pompiers forestiers en Alberta

Rappel concernant l’utilisation de
l’eau pour la consommation 
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J.D. POTIÉ
NORWAY BAY July 25, 2019

On July 25, a small group
of Pontiac artisans gathered
outside Centennial Hall in
Norway Bay to take part in a
hands-on basket weaving
workshop with help from a
local expert.

Hosted by Get Art mem-
ber Michael Peterson, the
workshop served as an
opportunity for local art
enthusiasts to learn how to
make their own wooden
woven contraptions out of
natural or recycled materi-
al.

With various programs
offered throughout the sum-
mer, this one involved the
participants making a wood-
en tray out of various natur-
al materials including grape
vine, willow and rattan, a
south-east Asian product
used to make wicker chairs.

After softening a twig of
grape vine and molding it
into a circular shape, partic-
ipants proceeded by weaving
sticks of willow in between
the wood and squeezing

them tightly against one
another.

Some of the wood
required to be soaked in a
bucket of water to become
sufficiently malleable to
weave through the vine.

While the process was the
same for all artists involved,
since the grape vine was
naturally picked, each piece
of wood had specific charac-
teristics giving each project
an original look when it was
all over, Peterson said.

“Everybody makes a dif-
ferent one,” he said. “They’re
not exact. They’re not kits.”

For Peterson, basket
weaving is always an enjoy-
able activity as it provides a
certain level of psychological
benefit to participants and
it’s also very practical for
everyday use.

“It’s relaxing,” he said.
“It’s creative. It’s functional.
So, you end up with some-
thing that you can use.”

At the end of the work-
shop, everyone went home
with their own original
pieces of artwork.

Weavin’ baskets in
Norway Bay
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On Thursday, local artistic organization Get Art host-
ed a group of Norway Bay residents for a hands-on
basket weaving session just outside Centennial Hall.
Pictured, Andras Hoffer holds up a circle of grape
vine as he poses for a photo during the event.

J.D. POTIÉ
PORTAGE DU FORT
July 22-25, 2019

Last week, a group of local
artists gathered at the Stone
School Gallery in Portage du
Fort for a four-part print-
making workshop.

Hosted by ArtPontiac
member Robert Hinchley, the
event served as an opportu-
nity for skilled artists from
the region to refine their
printmaking abilities while
exchanging creative ideas
with other artists.

The artists started the
workshop by creating mono-
types, which consist of a sin-
gle print on a plate. After
coming up with their respec-
tive monotypes, artists decid-
ed how they wanted to follow
through with the rest of their
designs.

With each day building
upon the last one, the work-
shop capped off with the
artists learning how to set up
opportunities to get their
work displayed at art show-
ings in local galleries.

Since the workshop was
organized for intermediate
and advanced printmakers,
Hinchley felt like it was also a
great opportunity to network
with local artists and
exchange wisdom with them

while teaching them impor-
tant printmaking tips.

“I enjoy the creative aspect
of it, as a teacher,” he said. “I
share ideas with them. It’s a
really nice way to work back
and forth.”

“It’s more of a collabora-
tion of ideas,” he added. “I
just try to give feedback and
share some thoughts on it
and then they can think
about it so they know.”

For Hinchley, the most
important aspect of the
workshop was for partici-
pants to enjoy the experience
while putting their creative
visions to good work.

“I think the main thing is
that they get good quality
work that they’re happy
with,” he said. “That’s profes-
sional quality work that they
can be happy with and show
their work in professional
quality. And also, to have
fun.”

With the possibility of a
printmaking showcase tak-
ing place at some time this
coming August, Hinchley
was hopeful that the work-
shop would motivate local
printmakers to put together
projects worthy of being dis-
played to the public.

“Hopefully, this will kind of
tie into that,” he said.

Polished printmakers
pass through Portage
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Local artist Louise Guay works on her project on
the third day of the workshop.

J.D. Potié, THE EQUITY

From July 22 to 25, the Stone School Gallery in
Portage du Fort hosted a group of local artists for an
advanced printmaking workshop. Pictured,
ArtPontiac member and workshop instructor Robert
Hinchley poses for a photo with one of his prints.

PLUS GET

2019 ACADIA

* 2019 Terrain Denali Pro Grade/2019 Acadia Denali Pro Grade/2019 All-New Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation with Elevation value package, 5.3L V8 engine, block heater and integrated trailer package Costco Member Exclusive Offer: Up to $2,500/$3,300/$4,100 Costco Member Price Adjustment based 
o n 
2019 Terrain Denali Pro Grade/2019 Acadia Denali Pro Grade /2019 All-New Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation with Elevation value package, 5.3L V8 engine, block heater and integrated trailer with MSRP $44,795/$57,075/$55,580 and Costco Member Suggested Retail Price of $42,210/$53,719/$49,927. 
Dealer may sell or lease for less.  To qualify for the Costco Member Exclusive Offer, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver ’s license, have been a Costco member since July 2, 2019 or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) 
Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2019 Terrain Denali Pro Grade/2019 Acadia Denali Pro Grade /2019 All-New Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation with Elevation value package, 5.3L V8 engine, block 
heater and integrated trailer package delivered from July 3, 2019 to September 3, 2019. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Cash Card by e-mail, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Costco will validate your 
membership at the time of registration and survey completion to determine eligibility. Please allow three weeks for Costco Cash Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Cash Cards 
will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. ±

Eligible 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and delivered between July 3 and September 3, 2019. Financing provided, on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. 
Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Representative finance example based on a new 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation. Suggested retail price is $57,575. $0 down payment required. $54,925financed at 0% finance rate (0% APR) equals a 
monthly payment of $763 for 72 months. The financed amount includes $2,650 credit, which consists of $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $54,925. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100) included. License, insurance, 
registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Factory order may be required. Limited time financing offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. GM Canada may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time 
without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.  TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ◊ Eligible 2019 GMC Acadia. 
Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and delivered between July 3 and September 3, 2019. Financing provided, on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders 
will vary. Representative finance example: Suggested retail price is $47,795. $0 down payment required. $46,145 financed at 0% finance rate (0% APR) equals a monthly payment of $641 for 72 months. The financed amount includes $650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $1,000 finance 
cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $46,145. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Factory order may be required. 
Limited time financing offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. GM Canada may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal 
Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.  TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ˜ Eligible 2019 GMC Terrain. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and delivered between July 3 and September 3, 2019. Financing 
provided, on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Representative finance example based on a new 2019 Terrain models. Representative financing example: Suggested retail price is 
$36,090. $0 down payment required. $34,890 financed at 0% finance rate (0% APR) equals a monthly payment of $581 for 60 months. The financed amount includes $450 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), $750 finance cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of 
$34,890. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Factory order may be required. Limited time financing offer which may not be combined with certain 
other offers. GM Canada may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.  TD Auto 
Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ¥ Eligible 2019 GMC Sierra HD Models. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and delivered between July 3 and September 3, 2019. Financing provided, on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance 
Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Representative finance example: Suggested retail price is $90,045. $0 down payment required. $84,645 financed at 0% finance rate (0.4% APR) equals a monthly payment of 
$543 for 72 months. The financed amount includes $4,900 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), $500 finance cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $85,645. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, 
applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Factory order may be required. Limited time financing offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. GM Canada may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. Μ Whichever comes first. Limit of four 
complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. Conditions and limitations apply. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. Conditions and limitations apply. See your 
dealer for details. Δ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services 
and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2019 MODELSµ

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANT Y COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS∞

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)∆

SCHEDULE A TEST DRIVE AT GMCOFFERS.CA

2019 NEXT-GENERATION SIERRA 1500
CREW CAB ELEVATION

DENALI MODEL SHOWN

+ $500 COSTCO
CASH CARD*

ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

PREFERRED
PRICING

CANYON SIERRA 1500
TERRAIN ACADIA YUKON

FOR
UP TO

MONTHSFINANCING
0% 72 $2,650

CREDIT±

PLUS

PLUS GET

FOR
UP TO

MONTHSFINANCING
0% 72 $1,650

TOTAL VALUE◊

PLUS

CREW CAB SLE Z71 MODEL SHOWN

2019 SIERRA HD DIESEL

FOR
UP TO

MONTHS APR¥FINANCING
0% 72 0.4%$5,400

TOTAL VALUE

(0.4% APR)±

PLUS

(EXCLUDED FROM THE COSTCO OFFER)

+
IN MSRP PRICE ADJUSTMENTS

$4,100UP
TO

COSTCO CASH CARD*

$500
ON THIS 2019 SIERRA 1500 

CREW CAB ELEVATION

ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

+
IN MSRP PRICE ADJUSTMENTS

$3,300UP
TO

COSTCO CASH CARD*

$500
ON THIS 2019 ACADIA
DENALI PRO GRADE

ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

PLUS GET

DENALI MODEL SHOWN

2019 TERRAIN

FOR
UP TO

MONTHSFINANCING
0% 60 $1,200

TOTAL VALUE˜

PLUS

+
IN MSRP PRICE ADJUSTMENTS

$2,500UP
TO

COSTCO CASH CARD*

$500
ON THIS 2019 TERRAIN 

DENALI PRO GRADE

ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE


